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ABSTRACT

This study finds out the factors that contributehte participant children’s recidivism or
repeatedly becoming in conflict with the law aneéithrexperience and perception towards the
children correction center. The participants wer ¢hildren (aged 10 to 16) who were in the
Addis Ababa Remand Home more than once and thedéersembers were involved as key
informants. The study showed that the factors ldwd children to be in conflict with the law
are complicatedly interrelated and interwoven andingle factor was found responsible to put
them in this situation; but the sum of various dast predominantly being family factors, and
followed by peer influence, substance abuse, stliést school factors, community and
neighborhood characteristics, and institutionatdescwere revealed. The participant children’s
experiences and perceptions towards their beirgpinilict with the law repetitively were also
explored. It was also found out that after they eveeleased the children have different
experiences during their first incarceration, ieithsubsequent incarcerations and their future
challenge for change. Their perceptions to theindé conflict with the law repeatedly were
also multifarious in nature. They perceive themsglas sinner, cursed, rejected, unwanted,
cannot do better in life in the future, and othegative perception, which could also hinder
them from being rehabilitated in the future. Thedstrevealed various implications of social
work, policymaking, and research by understandimg rhajor factors for recidivism and the
ways to minimize the problem with the collaboratiofi the Remand Home and other

responsible bodies.

Key words: recidivism, children in conflict withédaw, remand home
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CHAPTER ONE: BACKGROUND

One of the most devastatingly challengsgyes that people of the world is facing
these days is crime. It is affecting the life ofygmeople irrespective of their age, race and
socioeconomic status, though there are a lot afeses that depict that crime is fueled and
aggravated by social and economic problems likemph@yment, poverty, family breakdown
and other problems (Barnes, n.d.). When criminaViéies escalate, the total harmful effect they
bring about to the society also rises. Childrerolmement in crime is also the most challenging
problem across the nations of the world. Childranconflict with the law are children or
adolescents apprehended by authorities and acaussdspected of committing illegal acts,
which are listed in the legal codes of countriestates (Keith, 2002). Criminal behavior that is
taken as in conflict with the law in the youth coomty is usually considered as a criminal act if
it would have been committed by adults too. Chitdecan be in conflict with the law for the first
time or may become repeatedly in conflict with te (recidivism) (ACPF, 2007). Recidivism
is usually used to refer to re-offending after aske from a correctional centre; in other words, a
relapse or return to criminal activity by childreamo have been in conflict with the law before

(Mbuba & Grenier, 2008).

As to the definition given in the Riyadhi@elines, a juvenile (child) is any person
under the age of 18 (the Riyadh Guideline, 199@ksides, Article 1 of the Convention on the
Right of the Child (CRC), which Ethiopia has radi and enacted as a law of the Land through
proclamation No. 10/1992, defines the ‘child’ ag€gy human being below the age of 18 years”
(CRC, 1992). Article 198 of the Ethiopian civil edlefines the child as a “minor” who is a

person of either sex who has not attained theafyl of 18 years (civil code of Ethiopia, 1960).
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The penal code of Ethiopia on the other hands ifleghildren under 18 years of age into three
categories: infants, young persons, and offendees ©5 years of age. Infants refer to children
less than 9 years who are not responsible for #ations, while young persons are those aged 9
to 15, who are to certain extent accountable to titions but not to that of adults. This group
shall not be kept in custody with adult offendensl aneasures would be taken only if the young
person who is in conflict with the law was convittén the penal code of Ethiopia (1957) child
offenders who are over 15 and under 18 years i@ck under the ordinary provisions of the penal
code like adult criminals with the exception of fating capital punishment and having the right

to be in a separate correctional home.

Based on (UNICEF, 2005), the age of crirhireaponsibility which begins from the
age nine years in Ethiopia is among the lowestiaglee world. A recent legislative reform has
indicated a trend towards rising the age of crilhaagpacity in Africa. For example in Ghana the
minimum age of criminal capacity is fourteen yealy whereas in Uganda the minimum age of
criminal capacity was seven years. However, in1886, Uganda children’s statute raised the
minimum age to be twelve years old, (Beukman, 200%)spite of the fact that the various
international minimum legal standards, which Etops a signatory; the minimum age of
criminal responsibility stated in 1957 penal codss been maintained in the criminal code of
2005. International minimum legal standards ares¢hstandards that are set by international
organizations or states on how to handle spec#ges, and no one can go below the minimum

standards but it is possible to entertain the oasebetter way than the minimum standards.

Before Italian occupation the problem ofdiien becoming on conflict with the law
was not recognized in Ethiopia. It was becauséhisf @ccupation that many children lost their

parents because of the war and became withoutgtiaieand parental guidance. As a result,
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children sometimes started to involve in small ofkes like shoplifting in market places, buses
and so forth (Andargachew, 2004). It was in respdoghese emerging problems that the Addis
Ababa Boys’ training and Remand Home for detentma Education of the Juvenile was

established in 1943 (UNCEF, 2005).

According to [Andargachew, 2004], the mapéiences committed by children can
be classified as economic crimes like burglaryftthebbery and attempt of robbery, breach of
trust and crime against the state and municipallagign and violent crimes like international
homicide and assault and battery as well as sefterice. The Addis Ababa Bureau of Social
and Labor Affairs reported in 2002 that childrencionflict with the law in Addis Ababa are
increasing at a rate of more than 5% per year (A2604). In addition to the above report, data
compiled in 2003 by Addis Ababa Police Commissiod &orum for street children Ethiopia
(FSCE) show that there were a total of 13,588 affsnfrom the year 1998/99 to 2000/01
committed by child offenders. Among the offences586 of the children were from age 15 to
18, where as 13.8% were committed by children ef®d4. Those below 9 years old committed
0.5% of the total offence during the three yearswekler, data regarding age are not reliable
because of the absence of compulsory vital registraystem. Most of the children who are in
conflict with the law were male (98.8%) (Azeb, 2D0According to (Andargachew, 2004), the
proportion of children in conflict with the law ad)® to 18 to the total adult criminals in the

years 1992/93 was 17.3 percent of the crime regdot¢éhe police.
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STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

As children indulgence in crime can be lfasis for adult’'s crime, a considerable
amount of emphasis must be given to the problenuK®an, 2005). The recidivism of children
who become in conflict with the law presents evamae disturbing problem, considering the
consensus in general literature that adult’'s cratsinstart their criminal tendencies in their
adolescent years, suggesting that to deal witht anfwhinality; we must begin by working on

children in conflict with the law (Mbuba, 2004).

The problem of children who become in conflict the is one of the biggest challenges
that exist in the juvenile justice system of Ethéplso. A considerable number of children are
incarcerated in the Remand Home for a repeated eumbtimes. According to the survey
conducted for the purpose of institutional capaoied assessment of the Addis Ababa Remand
Home (Azeb 2004), among the number of arrestseatithe of the survey,68.2% were arrested
by the police only once, 15.5% arrested twice, 3a@#ésted three times and the rest 7.2 % were

not arrested by police (Azeb,2004).

Scholars in different disciplines have examinedé fectors of children who become in
conflict with the law for decades. The major risictors that lead children to be in conflict with
the law and lead them to recidivism are attributed some of these areas: individual
characteristics, offense history, and, academlaraior disengagement, peer relation, substance
abuse, psychological factors, community or neighbod characteristics, and parenting patterns
and family circumstances like family breakdown coken homes which refer to family structure
that has been disturbed by separation, divorcesathdof parent (Mbuba,2004; Beukman,2005).

Loose family control and supervision, poor disciply measure, lack of parental love and
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rejection have also been found by different redesscto be the causes of children’s repeatedly

involvement in criminal activity (Stoddard, 2201phba, 2004; Keith, 2002).

A considerable amount of literature hasodinked peer influence to patterned
delinquent behavior, with peer pressure being &rakexplanation of not only first involvement
in delinquency, but also the repetitive patterrt tiggifies recidivism (Mbuba&Grenier, 2008). In
addition Medias like television and movies have rbeeentioned as factors leading to
delinquency by promoting justice through the phaisadimination of enemies. Many researchers
have concluded that young people who watch violereoel to behave more aggressively or

violently, particularly when provoked (World YouReport, 2003).

Since there are particular risk factors that leatlid to engage in criminal activity, there
are also recognized protective factors by resessctiat can encourage pro-social behaviors.
These factors are divided into external influeneesl internal influence that are related to
preventing and reducing children from being in dohfwith the law. The internal influence
include achievement motivation, school engagemaeriggrity and honesty, responsibility,
resistance skills which a youth can use to reggative peer pressure and dangerous situations,
peaceful conflict resolution skill, self-esteemsitiove view of personal future and interpersonal
competence are some of them. Some of externalemfkl includes high levels of love and
support within the family, positive family commuai@n, caring neighborhood, caring school
climate which provides a caring, safe, encouragingironment, adult role models who have

positive and responsible behavior, and positiviierfce (Stoddard, 2001).

Other researches on recidivism were comdlobn the difference between

institutionalized and community based treatmentemucing recidivism (Sari, Rollin, Stephens



Children in conflict with the law

&Wolfson, 1996). These researches revealed thae tiseno difference between recidivism in
the type of treatments. According to Sarri et bhE only difference discovered was that the
community-based programs were more cost effectiam the institutionalized one. However,
although the practice on Ethiopia is not extensite reality shows that the program of
community-based treatment has a significant roleenfucing re-offences, since the program
addresses the major factors of the problem thatcthlelren are facing (Save the Children
Sweden, 2005). Moreover, the program prevents timeir@lized child from getting criminal
records and being labeled as criminal as somenads®a agree on how labeling can predispose

juveniles to the possibility of repeated offences.

The researches concerning recidivism-caiidwho repeatedly become in conflict
with the law in developed countries are done irirtbesn economic, social, culture and other
contexts. As | have attempted to review studieseoting children in conflict with the law and
recidivism in Ethiopia, which were accessible amdilable, done by different stakeholders who
are working on children in conflict with the lawamely, those done by different stakeholders
who are working on Street Children Ethiopia (FSCGi)d government organizations like
Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs (MoLSA). Mosif the above documents were concerned
with the general situation of children who becomeconflict with the law. Accordingly, the
current research focuses on finding out the factbeg contribute to juvenile’s recidivism

through their experience and perception.
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SIGNIFICANCE AND OBIJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

This study is important in that understanding abowenile repeated involvement in
crimes has various implications for the future yndevelopment programs in particular and for
the well being of the society in general. Moreovwscause very few studies have been done in
Ethiopia with regard to children who become in ¢iohivith the law repeatedly and in particular
very little are mentioned about recidivism, thisidst will contribute on the existing fund of

knowledge in Ethiopia concerning children in coetflivith the law and recidivism.

Besides, understanding the factors that contribmtehildren involvement in crime and
recidivism is important for the development of effee policy responses to the problem.
Particularly, understanding why children relapseriminal activities after being released from
Remand Home is crucial to design the appropriaatiment and preventive approaches. This
study is not only useful to policy makers, but alegractitioners like therapists, caseworkers,

and also program managers.

Therefore, the main objective of this reskas to explore the associated factors that
contribute for children’s recidivism from the poiot view of their experience and perception.
This was done by critically analyzing some caseshdfiren who repeatedly become in conflict

with the law and are in Addis Ababa Remand Home.
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RESEARCH QUESTIONS

The research will attempt to respond toftilewing three research questions.

1. Why do children become repeatedly in conflict witie law after they are

released from the Remand Home?

2. How do children in conflict with the law repeatedberceive themselves as

recidivist?

3. What are the experiencesof the children recidivisrime of their incarceration;

after they get released/ from remand home/
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CHAPTER TWO: LITERATURE REVIEW
THEORETICAL PERSPECTIVES

The main theories available in the literatthat explain why children become in
conflict with the law are biological theory; somgical theories of crime like strain theory,
labeling theory and social control theory; and ps}yogical theories of social learning. The

detailed discussion of these theories is givenvioelo

Biological theory Biological theory refers to the effect of heredyt (inherited
physical) traits on human behavior. They presembngly deterministic explanations of
criminality, and hold that some people are “natyrabrn criminals” with physical qualities that
govern their deviant tendencies (Martin, 2005)other words individuals who commit crimes
had inherited certain biological and genetic fasi@sher, 2006). Therefore, this theory revolves
around the idea that individuals are predisposecotamit crime. Therefore, according to this
theory, individuals have no control over their babasince it is influenced by physiological
factors within their body. In my opinion howevemee the idea of people’s predispositions to
crime refutes the possibility that people can cleafitgs impossible to accept that this theory can
solely explain the reason for children’s being anfiict with the law because it is too narrow
and too derogatory, and denies the fact that bereare influenced by so many other factors

within and around the person.

Labeling theoryLabeling theory or the integrationist approacthis sociological
theory of crime. The theory focuses on how certahaviors come to be labeled as deviant in
the first place and how such designations infludnbgre behavior (Pontell, 1999). The concept

9
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of integrationist refers to the idea that crimit@havior involves more than one persons’ act
rather than the interaction between the labelell @id other conventional people who are the
labelers (Thio, 2011). The theory asserts thatrlifgng or isolating deviant person as criminal
could lead the labeled person to be what he islddbas. Labeling a child as delinquent
[criminal] will influence the child to consider hself as delinquent and affiliate with other
children who had the same label” (Gullotta, Adamddatemayor, 1998,P.28). So, according to
this theory, there are basically two criminal adse is the first act that the child considered
blameless but what conventional people consideriasnal behavior and the second is the final
behavior or criminal act that comes after the clslthbeled as criminal and which is defined as
criminal act by both child and the society arourd/lim (Thio, 2001). However, labeling may
sometimes not lead to persistent conflict with It if one considers the possibility in which a
person continues to be in conflict with the lawrewehen he/she moved to a place where no one
knows them enough to label them as criminals. $@ ,©an say that labeling theory cannot
logically deal with hidden deviance or delinquetegause labeling theory assumes that unless a
child is labeled as criminal (delinquent) or detighe/he won't be in conflict with the law
(Thio,2001). Besides, labeling theory was critidize# not being able to answer the question of
what causes children’s being in conflict with tlagvl But, labeling theorists discard the critique
by saying that the theory is not meant to expldiawcauses primary involvement in crime act at
the first place, but how labeling causes secondamg recurrent conflicts with the law

(Thio,2001).

Strain theoryStrain theory is one of sociological theoriesgtthssumes strain or
frustration is the cause for children being in dichfwith the law (Ngai& Cheung, 2005).

According to this theory, strain occurs when thisra great disparity between what the person

10
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wants and what he/she has attained because fetimaigi means were available. This theory
explains youths turn to crime as the only availabians to achieve their goal when other legal
options are missed (Gullotta, Adams &MentemayoB8)9There is an extent that the individual
values and expects success through a legal meanghba he/she experiences otherwise, he or
she will feel frustrated and will strive to redute frustration through criminal behavior. Strain
theory assumes that lower-class people are moetylilo engage in deviant activities since
background factors like economic problem, unemplent, social disability, and isolation are
considered as a source of strain and because \séaikstto help them to fulfill their aspiration
(Thio,2001). Since not all members of society hameequal access to resource for achieving
society’s recognized goals, it can result in insne@ strain on those less empowered members

(Martin, 2005).

From my point of view, however, even thoulgl task of failing to have legitimate
means to achieve goals has significant contribatitm children’s involvement in criminal
activities, this theory does not explain why thosdividuals who have the legal means to attain
their aspirations become involved in crime. Therefstrain theory cannot sufficiently spell the
reason for children’s being in conflict with theMaince it gives too much emphasis on poorer
classes and is unable to explain why the rich idd&ls still involve in criminal act. However,
the theory is not without strength. As (Thio 20@l9arly stated “the premise appears valid as
long as it is not used to make the unwarranted rgéination that the lower classes are more
pressured toward deviation in general than the mupfesses” (p.23). So, anybody, weather
she/he is in the lower, middle, or higher classdseto involve in criminal act if they experience

gap between aspiration and opportunity (Thio, 2001)

11
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Social control theoryThe other theory is social control theory, whigtesumes

“people are naturally inclined to commit deviant aod will do so unless they are properly
controlled” (Thio, 2001, p.27). According to soctintrol theory individuals are prevented from
engaging in criminal activities by the social borlisy are in. These bonds are external controls
like family, school, and church as well as othem@ational institutions and internal controls in
the form of faithfulness to conventional beliefslaralues (Ngai& Cheung, 2005). When these
bonds or controls are not strong, the individuaffree to engage in crime (Agrew, 1985).
According to the theory, there are basically foacial bonds that prevent the person from
becoming in conflict with the law. The first is @athment, which refers to the love and respect
that the individual holds towards important personkis/her life such as parents, teachers, and
peers. If an individual with high affection andpest to his parents or teachers are less probable
to turn out to be in conflict with the law becauley do not want to disappoint those people they
love and respect (Agrew, 1985). The second sooiadl that stops a person from being involving
in anti social activities according to the theasycommitment, which refers to “the individual’s
actual or anticipated investment in conventionaivéies such as getting an education, building
up a business, or acquiring a reputation virtuegrév,1985,p.47). Therefore, the theory
assumes that individual who invests much in sudiviies is less likely to engage in criminal
behavior than those who doesn’t invest. The thodiad bond that the social control theory
believes in controlling children from involving griminal act refers to the amount of time spent
in conventional activities. Therefore, individuahavspends a lot of time in such activities has
less time for involvement in antisocial behaviorke final social bond is belief, which refers to
“the individual’s commitment to the central valugstem of the society” (Agrew, 1985, p.47).

Individuals who believe they should abide by thkesuof society are less likely to engage in

12
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criminal behavior. According to this theory, thened, children can become in conflict with the

law if they fail to be bound by the externalizedi anternalized controllers discussed above.

The theory, however, had been criticizedhof treating cases where social bonds
become weak because of the deviant behavior anadubecthey assume that the motivation
towards deviance is relatively constant acrossviddals (Thio, 2001). In addition, | personally
believe that there are cases where these congatiechanisms are not balanced with other
influencing factors around the individual like potye failure in education or the availability of
legitimate means. And sometimes over-control byftmily and society itself might lead the
person to be in conflict with the law like parehtsving authoritarian type and parenting style,
who are highly demanding and directive and focumesontrolling the child and influencing
them to comply with rules without questioning tlées, at the same time, they are unresponsive

to the needs of the child (Darling & Steinberg, 3P9

Social learning theoryPsychological theories consider criminal behag®deviant
behavior that can be explained psychologically @@E&&ndrews, 1996). One of the
psychological theories of crime is social learnthgory. This theory was first developed by
Edwin Sutherland in 1939) who believed that “devidehavior is learned through one’s
interaction with others” (Thio, 2001, p.24). Theohy argues that becoming a criminal is an art
to be learned and the most prominent sources df karning are peers, followed by media
influence. According to this theory, learning cnmal behavior involves not only the art or
techniques of committing crime but also motivesyes, rationalization and attitudes that are
favorable to commit crime (Ngai&Cheung, 2005). Téfere, social learning theory focuses on
the youth acquiring the art of crime from peerswdwer, this theory gives too much emphasis

on peer pressure in that it does not specify toetfat children are less likely to be influenced

13
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by this pressure if they have favorable family @ttaents. Since criminal behaviors are
generated, nurtured, and maintained within so@kitionships (Eddy &Gribskov, 1998), social
settings like home, school, and neighborhood alsy p great role in either leading to or

preventing children from being in conflict with theaw.

Strain, social control, and social learnthgory explain children’s involvement in
crime in terms of the individual's social relatibins (Agnew, 1992). However, their difference
lies on their focus of relationship. Strain theemplicitly focuses on negative relationships with
others who prevent the individual from achieving/his goals. Therefore, strain theorists
assume that this negative relationship will creasgative emotions on the individual such as
anger, and this negative emotion may lead the iddal to use illegitimate and deviant means to
achieve the needed goal (Agnew, 1992). On the dthed, social control theory focuses on the
absence of relationship with the conventional athend institutions such as family, school,
church and so on. Hence, children become in canflith the law when the relationship is
absent or weak (Ngai& Cheung, 2005). Social legmheory conversely focuses on positive
relationships with deviant others such as peers Waee antisocial behavior will lead to

acquiring antisocial behavior (Agnew, 1992).

As we can understand from the forgoing ubswns, though there are different
theoretical explanations, a single, adequate eafitam for children’s involvement in crime
repeatedly has not been available. Therefore, lit wat be feasible to use only one or two
theories to explain the reasons for children beagnm conflict with the law. Especially when
we see children in Ethiopia, where there are soynfaators like poverty, family breakdown,

failure in school, peer pressure, lack of parelotz and attention, unemployment, streetism, and

14
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drug addiction and so on; it will be very difficuid explain the reasons behind children’s

involvement in illegal acts in a single theoretieaplanation.

Therefore, for the purpose of this reseantteclectically integrated theory of strain
theory, social control theory, labeling and sodedrning theory will be employed, with the
exception of biological theory. The eclecticallyagrated theory is practical because the factors
that emanate from the different theories are ndually exclusive, but complementary. They are
complementary in that these theories address diftefactors, which lead children to be in
conflict with the law (Ngai& Cheung, 2005). Merelgne theory cannot give sufficient
explanation on how an individual becomes involvectiime act. For example, a person may
indulge himself/herself in criminal activity becauf economic problem or not having
legitimate means to get what she/he wants andefasgues that social control theory is the only
and adequate explanation for children becomingomflict with the law, the economic factors
and the absence of legitimate means of achievipigad®n cannot be explained by this theory. It
is on account of this kind of fact that we are imetl to better explain the factor by using strain

theory than social control theory.

TREATMENT APPROACHES TO ADDRESS THE PROBLEM

The complex and multi-causal nature ofghablem of children become in conflict
with the law gives rise to several alternative timent approaches used to address the problem.
These treatments include individual based treathggatp treatment, family, and multi-systemic

therapy. Each of these treatment focuses on acpkatifactor except the multi-systemic therapy.

Individual treatment approachdsdividual treatments are more expensive because

a considerable number of counselors are neededthanguality and quantity of treatment may
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be compromised by budget limitations (Andargach@@04). There are different types of
individual treatment such as psychotherapy, bemalimodification, reality therapy, and

cognitive and behavioral skill training.

Psychotherapy needs extensive analysi®iefindividual’s childhood experience.
This is to help individual to make positive adjustrh by altering negative behavioral pattern
learned in childhood (Siegel &Welsh, 2005). By umstiending how her/his childhood
experiences influence her/his behavior from theyars the therapist will help the person in
adjusting her/his behavior with the societal exaggoh (Andargachew, 2004).Behavioral
modification is another individual based treatmdittis treatment is based on the theory that “all
behavior is learned and current behavior can bpeshthrough rewards and punishment” (Siegel
& Welsh, 2005, p.357). Therefore, the treatmengsdmsigned to reward acceptable behavior and
reduce reward for unacceptable behavior (AndargacB@04). Behavior modification treatment
is found to be more effective in institutional g&gtthan in community based treatment setting,
since the counselors can manipulate or controlrélweard and the punishment that are to be

received by the children (Seigle&Welsh, 2005).

Reality therapy, which is another indivitllmsed treatment, gives emphasis to
current rather than past behavior (Seigel&WelsH)520In other words, it is concerned on
changing future behavior by ignoring the past b&ravhe purpose of this therapy is to make
individuals to be more responsible for their bebayAndargachew, 2004).The other individual
based treatment for children in conflict with tlagvlis cognitive and behavior skill training. This
treatment is usually for violent children who assamed to “lack cognitive and intrapersonal
skill for managing challenges in family, peer, asdhool situation” (Gullotta, Adams

&Montemayor, 1998.p.160). The treatment focuseslath building, social skill training, anger
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management or aggression replacement therapy, @afdem solving skills (Gullotta, Adams

&Montemayor, 1998).

Group treatment approachékhese are more economical than individual treatme
approaches, because one therapist can counsetimaorene individual at a time (Andargachew,
2004). Group treatment also has other advantagdsasuthe value of group support, individuals
gaining hope from knowing that other group memlberge survived similar experience, and the
effectiveness of groups in solving problems (Sé&gWelsh, 2005). There are different types of
group treatment and the most commons are guidedpgioteraction (GGI) and group

psychotherapy.

Guided group interaction is a common grdegatment method in children’s
Remand Home. GGI is based on the theory that, Utjfitogroup interaction a delinquent
[children in conflict with the law] can acknowledgad solve personal problems” (Siegel &
Welsh, 2005, p.358). GGI provides daily group dsstons aimed at confronting negative
behavior and reinforcing positive behavior (GulottAdams &Monremayor, 1998). The
discussion will have a group leader whose rolealifating the interaction among the group

members and enable them to form group culture (Agatdew, 2004).

Group psychotherapy is another group treatmt examines the personality of an
individual and tries to structure it. In-group plgtherapy, strong relationships in the group are
used to facilitate the expression of feelings, sgiwoblems, and teach members of the group

empathy (Andargachew, 2004).

Family therapy This approach to treatment assumes that treatwfeantisocial
behavior should be family based (Gullotta, Adams dtémayor, 1998). Family therapy
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attempts to change aspects of family relations ¢hatbe risk factors for the involvement of the
child in antisocial behavior. From different typesfamily therapy, the most widely used and
which is regarded, as the most effective treatnfi@mthildren who become in conflict with the

law is functional family therapy. It integrates dtment strategies from system theory and

behavioral therapy (Gullotta, Adams &Montemayor9&p

Multi-Systemic Therapy (MBMST is based on combined theoretical foundations
of socio-economical and family systems theoriesli@®a, Adams, Montemayor, 1998). The
treatment model emphasizes on the recognizedaighirs, which are associated with children’s
involvement in crime act, and it is directed towsarsblving multiple problems across the
different contexts that the child is embedded (SufRonan &Borduin, 2004). Therefore, it
targets the individual, family, peer, school, am@meunity factors, which are identified as
contributing to and maintaining the antisocial bgba In MST, interventions are personalized
to the specific needs of the child, the family, awrounding systems and are highly flexible
(Gullotta, Adams &Montemayor, 1998). This treatmegproach is considered to be very
affective because it directly addresses interpaisdiamilial, and extra familial factors to
children’s becoming in conflict with the law. As (Baita, Adams &Montemayor (1998) clearly
stated it “approaches that takes a social- ecadgierspective and focuses on multiple systems
and techniques to address behavior, cognition, atidide may be more effective in eliciting
significant change that will last” (p.208). Thatams MST is very effective in reducing children

recidivism.

18



Children in conflict with the law

FACTORS CONTRIBUTING TO REPEATED CONFLICT WITH THE LAW

Factors that contribute to the recidivism of cteld in conflict with the law vary from
researches to researches and there is no singte that was identified to explain the problem.
The most frequently identified factors that predattiidren to be in conflict with the law
repeatedly included: duration of stay in the cdioeal system, drug use, family factors, and

peer influence (Mahlet, 2010).

Family factors-The influence of the family in reducing or encounagrecidivism comes
from the notion of social control, where it is lesked that parental influence is capable of
lessening the probability of children from becomingonflict with the law at the first place and
from repeatedly involvement in illegal acts (Wdr@93 as cited in Mbuba, 2004), since family is
the primary and longest influence on child’s depetent. Thus if children are less controlled
and supervised by their family even after theiranceration, their chance of being in conflict
with the law is high. Moreover, families play angortant role in buffering risk factors and
supporting children to get through challenges ttaeg after release from incarceration. There is
strong evidence to suggest than family functionires a significant role o the children’s
becoming in conflict again. If children do not fitlis kind of support from family, the chance

for their being recidivist increases (Silpepha)20

Peer influence Some researchers agree and link peer influenpatterned conflict with
the law of children (Mbuba, 20(ijpephat, 2007), in other words, peers are nobttg reasons
for the first conflict but also the repetitive patt that characterizes recidivism. The influence
that stems from peers will be powerful on the childehavior if she/he does not have good

paternal control, supervision, and attachment (@tal) Adams &Montemayor, 1998).
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School Factor -School is another chapter of life that a child engdes and that can have
a great degree of influence on the child’'s behavgmhool associated factors that are having
impact on a child’s being repetitively in confliaith the law are poor motivation to school or
low attachment to school, law academic performartceancy, poor antisocial behavior
controlling system in the school (Silpephat, 200&; Monfared& Stockdale, 2005). Silpephat
(2007) put this proposition as “A child who haslgemms in school may be predisposed to early

onset delinquency and persistence in offendingutljinout life” (p.55)

Drug Abuse A linkage between drug use and involvement in crian¢ has been
established (Siegel & Welsh 2005; Silpephat, 20@Buba, 2004) and this association takes
many forms including committing crime by being undlee influence of drug or committing
crime for the sake of getting money to pay for tthaibit (Siegel & Welsh 2005). In other words,
drug users are more willing to take risks or druge umay indirectly contribute for their
involvement in crime since drug users need moneybtrying drugs for their habit/addiction.
Thus, different researchers concluded that whetlirectly or indirectly, drug use by children

contributes for their being repeatedly in confligth the law (Silpheate, 2007; Mbuba, 2004).

Length of Stay - In various researches, length of stay in rehalitin centre as a factor
leading to recidivism is a debatable issue. Thednesupport of this argue that longer sentences
(incarceration) reduce the risk of recidivism byigiag an emotional response, such as fear,
anxiety, or guilt, which forces the individual tecad future punishments, and thus discourages
them from involving in illegal acts (Song &Leib, 9%). On other hand, theories that support
shorter sentences argue that the negative effaaocafceration during imprisonment is that the
inmates learn the norms of the antisocial subcallffoom other prisoners. Hence, the longer

offenders stay in prison, the higher their degreacguiring new criminal behavior, as a result
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their likelihood of getting involved in illegal acities after release will be high (Song &Leib,

1993).
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CHAPTER THREE: RESEARCH METHODS DESIGN

“The purpose of social research can bexygoee new things, describe a social
phenomenon, or explain why something occurs” [Kexegnd Neuman (2006, p.21]. This study
has explored the factors that contribute for cleiits being in conflict with the law in a repeated
manner. To do this, exploring the factors that dbated for their being in conflict with the law
for the first time was important. The research @splores the perceptions and experiences they

had about their being in conflict with the law rafely.

A qualitative research design was employ@darry out the study. Qualitative
research was appropriate for this study becausesssent of the factors that contribute to
children’s repetitive conflict with the law needsderstanding of the perceptions and viewpoints
of the respondents in a natural context (Yin, 2003yalitative research also provides a
comprehensive or holistic understanding of theaa®tting in which research is conducted and
helps to understand social problems by focusinde@npeople affected by a problem (Royse,
1999). Similarly, this study is conducted to untlamd a social problem, that is, children’s
conflict with the law in repeated manner. Using ldative research can help to explore the
factors from the children’s themselves who havespddhrough such situation and were affected
by the problem. Their personal perception abouir teperience cannot be understood other
than in qualitative research methods. Hence, qua method is believed to be the most

appropriate approach to collect the data in thiiqdar study.

Case studies are more preferable when ‘wag'stion is being posed [Yin, 2003].
Case study is appropriate, for this study is td@epwhy children become repeatedly in conflict

with the law. Case studies help to understand cexnglocial phenomenon and allow the
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researcher to retain holistic and meaningful charatics of real life. The data are usually
detailed, varied, and extensive. In this studynglsi case was employed to answer the research
guestion. The single case in this sense is the sSAdtfiaba Remand Home where children in
conflict with the law are incarcerated. Single caggly was preferred in this study since it is the

only institution in the country where this kind sdrvice is rendered.

Study Site

This study was conducted in the Addis Ab&Besnand Home. The institution was
chosen for the study because it is the only retatdn centre for children who become in
conflict with law in the country and there was rtbey alternative site to conduct the study for

the same reason.

Study Participants

The number of children in the Remand Hormaees according to the amount of
entry and exit. Participants to the current studyeaselected from those children who were in
the institution more than once. Therefore, the supit analysis for this study were individual
children who have been in the institution twicenmore. In this study, 10 children of such type
participated. In addition to this three key infomhanterviews with staff members were also

conducted. These were two caregivers and one clounse

Criteria of Selection

As stated in Krueger&Neuman, 2006, p. 209ualitative study, cases are selected

based on their relevance to the topic rather thair tepresentativeness which determines the
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way in which the people to be studied are seledtetividual participants were chosen based on

the following criteria:

They were in the centre more than once

They were from different family structure such asni double parents, single parents, full

orphan, those living in the street, and those vileWwith guardians

The participants were from both genders

Different places of origin like from rural area aindm urban

Key informants were selected because they hadrleeperience of working with the children in

the center and witnessed the issue

Techniques to Select Participants

Purposive (judgmental) sampling techniquas wised to select the participants.
Purposive sampling, which is one of the methodsam-probability sampling, allowed the
researcher to identify particular kind of partioipg for in-depth investigation
(Krueger&Neuman, 2006). In this research, cases vebiosen carefully and purposively to
demonstrate the issue of recidivism in differemiteats. Purposive sampling technique is also
suitable to select respondents who were able ttyzm#heir own situation thoroughly and who

were more articulate and expressive.
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DATA COLLECTION TECHNIQUES

The chief means of data gathering in thigly was in-depth interview and key
informant interviews. Since the purpose of thisdgtus to learn why recidivism occurs in
children who were in conflict with the law based thie experiences and views points of those
who recidivate, in-depth interviews were found Hfdlpto obtain information about the
experiences and perspectives of the responden@rdevihe issue. Thus interview offers an
insight into respondents’ memories and explanatafnghy things have come to be what they
are. It has also helped to motivate respondengsvi® more accurate and complete information
and provided a valuable means to understand theejpigon of participants (Monette, Sullivan,

&Dejorg, 1998).

Among the different types of interview stiures, open- ended interview questions
were used in this study (see Appendix A). Open-ednidterviews are the best way to gain an
understanding of respondents’ perception and helpbtain an in- depth description of the
respondents world (Tutty, Rothery&Grinnell, 199®)ilot test of the interview guide was
conducted with one child who was in a similar settio the study participants. The major
objective of the pilot test was to verify that théerview guide supplied the type of data needed
for the study from the respondents (Royse, 1999pilbt testing the guiding questions have also
been helpful to make the necessary adjustmengnartologies, words, concepts, and ideas that
fit the purpose of the study. Given that the puepa$ the study is to explore the factors
contributing to children’s recidivism, it was foumehportant to interview key informants like
experts or those who witness the issue in thetutigtn (Tutty, Rothery&Grinnell, 1996). The
interviews were in the form of discussion with fh&rpose of learning about their views on the
issue of children’s recidivism and understandingirtiperceptions and experiences (Kikwawila
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study group, 1994). Moreover, interviewing both ghimcipal respondents (the children) and the
key informants has helped to crosscheck for in@bescy and has added to the data

trustworthiness and credibility to the data (Royl#99).

PROCEDURES OF DATA COLLECTION

The first step that the researcher undenwerthe data collection period was to
identify the children who were in the center mdrart once with the help of the counselors who
have their records. The next step was contacting &gentified child in person and asking them
if they are willing to participate in the study.t&f the researcher makes sure that the children are
willing to participate in the study, contacting ttigldren’s parents was the next step so that they
will sign the consent form (Appendix B), because thildren to be interviewed are less than the
age of 18. For those children who are from theesdtethe institution itself signed the consent.
Then the interviews were conducted in an unoccupféde that was found in the centre. After
finishing each in-depth interview, the researchearsged a short counseling session so that the
child would not be left with a disturbed emotionfték the researcher was done with the
interview with the participants children, the nexp was to interview the three key informants

after they signed the consent form to participatéhe study.

During the in-depth interviews, tape recording wasd to capture the actual words and
essence of all the interviews and all the partitipavere willing to be tape-recorded. Tape
recording was helpful to focus on the eye contact laody language of the interviewees rather
than writing notes to get all the details (TuttytRery& Grinnell, 1996). In addition notes were
also taken especially non-verbal expressions. Skggrsource such as books, journals, policy

records, and reports from the institution were aised to substantiate the information.

26



Children in conflict with the law

ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS

In the research process, a significant amount ophexsis was given to the ethical
considerations regarding research. Since the mdséavolved children from nine to 15 years,
there were many ethical issues to be consideresfutlyt In doing so, the researcher tried to
ensure the rights, privacy, and welfare of the @esswho participated in the study by making
them aware of the research objectives as well agroyiding them with an informed consent
form (See Appendix B) to be signed to elicit theillingness to involve in the research. Since
the research is on children aged between 9 andthib,parents or legal guardians were
responsible for signing informed consent on bebgathe children. Moreover, the children, who
were the participants of the study, signed assemhd, which showed their willingness to

participate in the interview (See Appendix C).

Methods of data analysis

Qualitative data analysis is seeking to make sensef the raw data collected from the
interviews. In this research, the first step of &malysis was transcribing the interview recorded
in time of the data collection. Secondly, the imtews were translated into English for the
analysis. In the process of transcription the netea tried to make sure that the nonverbal
expressions like sighs, long silence, laughteringsyand other important emotional remarks
were properly transcribed by using field notes takéile the interview was conducted as a
reference (Pandgett, 2008). After transcriptior tlext process was categorizing the data by
using coding. Coding involved labeling or taggirgtadwith labels (Morse & Richards, 2002).
From the different types of coding, topic codingswesed in this research. Topic coding involves

“creating a category and recognizing one from egrtieflecting on where it belongs among your
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growing ideas, and reflecting on the data you aferring to and on how they fit with the other

data coded there” (Morse & Richards, 2002, p.117).

Since the research is exploratory in its naturegisiase study design, and it looked for
the factors contributing to recidivism of childrém conflict with the law, analytical technique
called analytic comparison was found to be suitabl¢his study (Krueger&Neuman, 2006).
Comparative analysis refers to systematic searctsifoilarities and differences across cases.
That means as coding proceeds, the researchedtevdllop irregularities or differences across or
patterns as well as look for negative instances iaredularities or differences across cases
(Padgett, 2008). Hence, the responses of the jpantits of the study were discussed under each
theme by looking for similarities and differencesass the participant’'s response and by also
referring to the differences and similarities ihart studies and theories that are reviewed in the

literature part of this study.

LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY

As a novice researcher, | have come across marnleres. The most challenging one
was the one | encountered during the data collegberiod. As the study participants were
children, a lot of time was needed to establisipoapwith them. | designed a two-month lesson
plan to teach them English through various ac#sitsuch as teaching English through music,
games, listening, etc. Then | won the consent efdinector and the respective grades teachers
for the same. In addition, it was through thesesstlaom interactions that | tried to have
established the rapport. Even after establishippo#, they were not willing to provide some

information that could have made the study resudnebetter. Another challenge was the fact
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that the study involved discussing private issudsclv was illegal in nature caused some

children to shun away from the frank responsesdbate questions demanded.
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CHAPTER FOUR: FINDINGS

SOCIO- DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILES

Ten children who are repeatedly in conflitth the law and are in the Addis Ababa
Remand Home were the participants of this resedmcddition to the target children, three staff
members were also interviewed. All the children badn in the center twice except two of them
who were in the centre for the third time. All tbkildren are from 11-16 years old and their
educational level is from®1-8" grade. There were four female and six male resgutsd Most
of the respondents are Orthodox Christian in thaigious background and three of them are
Muslims. Among the ten participants, six of themraveorn in Addis Ababa and the four of
them are from regions. From those who came frononsghree of them are fro@urageegion.
In addition, the fourth one is frolVelayta.When we see their family structure and their plaice
residence before they entered in the centre, sel/éimem have double parents, however only

two of them were living with their parents.

When we see the structures of their family, on¢hefn are double orphan and used to
live with her grandmother; another girl was livimgh her aunt because her mother died and her
father is absent (his whereabouts was not knowng,the other one has single parent, he was
living with his mother because of divorce and hesiot know his father much. Six of the
participants were living in the streets of Addisabla and one of them was sometimes on-the
street and on other times off- the street. Therdike children were permanently living off- the
—street. The offence type that the children consditire more of property offences like, stealing,

pick pocketing, and robbery but only one of thepoeglents committed battering in her second
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incarceration. The summary of the participant akiid profiles are found in table 1. (See

Appendix D)

Among the key informants, one was a counselor amol Wwere female and male
caregivers. The counselor is also the program @oator of the institution. He has ten years
work experience in different organizations. He veatkin the centre for five years. His
responsibility in the centre is to coordinate evacyivity in the in the institution. In addition to
his coordination duty, he provides counseling for thildren because of the inadequacy of the
number of counselors in the centre. His educatitaval is first degree in management and he is
also a social work student in one of the privatdeges in distance mode. The second key
informant was from the women caregivers. She hage2ds work experience with children in
different government institutions in this centres slorked for 9 years. Her education level a
grade 12 complete. The third key informant is aegeer in the boys ward. He worked in the
centre for 4 years. He didn’t have direct sociavise experience with children since he was a

police officer.

CONTRIBUTING FACTORS FOR CHILDREN IN CONFLICT WITH THE LAW

Family Factor participants of this study were in one way or othdffered from different
family problems. Some of the problems are relateddonomic condition of the family, family
breakdown or disruptions like parental death orocie, poor parental control and harsh
disciplinary measures, lack of parental love anglext, and even abuses and labor exploitation
in the family. As one of the key informants sumrmaed it after pointing out the immensity of the

factors related with the children’s involvementllegal acts, he put as the leading factors to be
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family factors such as family low economy, low siy&on, family breakdown and disruptions,

and having stepparents that lead children to becoroenflict with the law.

The different family problems are leading and fiegcmost of the respondents to run
away from their home and end up on the street. Wherchildren start to live on the street, life
becomes hard to them. As the result they startdal &nd engage in other forms of offences.
Next | will present the major findings of the stuthat lead children to enter into conflict with
the law which latter may become the reason for tiiype conflict with the law. Without
understanding the factors for the first involvemenwill not easy to identify the factors that

lead children to be in conflict with the law foretlsecond or third time.

Poverty is deemed to be the main social probleml&aals children to be in conflict with
the law. Most children who participated in thisdstare from families with low economic status.
From ten of the participant children, only one cenfiom middle class family. The rest nine
children come from low-income families. Those whame from rural area, their parents are
engaged in small farm holdings, and selling vedetabnd rearing sheep and goats, presumably
having very low income. Those who are from Addisalba, their parents are engaged in low
income generating activities like weaving as onéhefparticipants reported, another participant
reported that since both of her parents were diedgrandmother supported her with the meager
income she had from renting of rooms. Her granderollad also engages in small trade such as
prepare and sale of foodstuff lilshiro, berbereand some sugarcane. Still another participant

used to live his mother who is divorced. His motiets income by sellinkhat.

Family breakdown is another factor, which contrdsufor the children being in conflict

with the law. Family breakdown may be resulted ttuthe death of one or both parents, divorce,
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separation, parental conflict and related probléms participants, some of them experienced
parental death either one or both parents. CaséstOboth parents by death in her early
childhood; case 7 is the other participant who Ibst mother by death. Her father was
imprisoned and later disappeared and nobody knbe/svhereabouts of him. In her own words
she stated “my father imprisoned, then my mothed,dand after her death he was released and |
saw him at once but he was gone ... gone... gone aprgldr saw him again.” Case 3’s parents
were divorced when he was 4 years old, and his enagot married to another person but
divorced again. Both of case 4’s parents have atirbealth problem. His mother has eye
problem, she has a half vision, and because of ghathas series headache and cannot do
household tasks properly. His father is having s=k&ney problem so he cannot work in the
farm. As case 4 told his story, he also lost haeelkister who was responsibilities for every
household task. After her death he became burdestsdmultiple responsibilities. Case 2's
father was usually absent from the house of tharaeatf his job. The absence of his father, as
case 2 expressed, created some gap in family meaneedge that resulted with poor

communication among members and poor supervision.

Harsh and inconsistence disciplining is usuallyntiomed as the leading factor by the
participant that make children to be in conflictimihe law. Seven of the study participants have
the history of physical punishment. From those vidwed physical punishment, case 8, case 1,
and case3 had suffered excessive kind of punisten@atse 8 is a 14 years old girl now. Her
parents tried to discipline her first by giving reme advice and warning, which was followed
by brutal punishment. She remembers the processmpldins, “They first tried to give me
advice so that | might not do again something wh&chot allowed. | remember they usually

gave me three chances. But if | keep doing thastdme mistake again, one of my parents tied
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my legs and hands with a rope, then beat me.” 8&membered one of the worst occasions when

her father beat her. She explained:

His punishment might discipline me. However, thehem is he hit me on
sensitive area of my body. One time he injured ery badly. He beat me by tying both
of my legs and hands twisting them to my back. Hatbne with a big stick closing the
door of our house. He hit me on my head with tiheksind it started bleeding....He did
this assuming | will be disciplined next time....AhWwas a terrible situation.

From Case 8's experience, it is possiblsde the instance of physical abuse by
parents by the name of disciplining. Case 3 islaTothild who experienced repeated physical
punishment and denial of basic rights by his mosiueh as lack of access for food. He said, ‘My
whole body was fill of scars, besides, | used toeha bad headache, because of repeated
beatings...I would never say anything about it tommother...l was obedient for her’. The effect
of physical punishment on Case 3 did not resultoily scars and headache, but also in
developing aggressive behavior towards other admldn the village and in the school. His anger
towards his mother was revealed in his relatiorhwither children. ‘Because | don’'t have any
tolerance when the kids make me angry, | used &b them up, they bled or swollen in most of
the cases. The outcome was, parents of those ehildhom | beat came to our house and made
complaints about my behavior ...” He described hish@aos character by saying ‘ | know | was
too submissive to my mother but | was very aggvessiutside home. My mother was
inconsistent in her decision. When she saw sombeagng me, she would tell me to beat them

back, and when a complaint came from the parendsheir children, she would punish me.’

Case 1 had a bad experience of painful physicaishaorent done to him by his father.
The harsh physical punishment became the reasohigarunaway fromWolayita, where his
parents were living. He reported the incidencesfdraed him to be deserted from his parents as
follows:
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My father tied me up with chain and fixed me witbaden pillar of the house for
a month, and | had to admit my mistakes and natatat again... When he found me
doing that again, he started using some dry gragsng me with chain and | understood
he planned to put me in the fire..., suddenly, | {mat fire out, and then | escaped from
there... he tried to kill me ... one day he threw aasms me and | escaped. He beat me a
lot ..., one day | decided to leave the house fordgalthough | loved my mother.

The experience of case 1 is a good exampére physical punishment cannot make
a child to adjust the behavior according to thedseef parents. The punishment may rather

aggravate the misbehavior to a worst level. Irolg words, case 1 explains:

A person cannot be changed by being beaten, hédshewadvised... | could have
been changed if they had advised me, but they beging me instead. Therefore, when
they beat me | started to misbehave more and mdret if they advised me | might not
be like...that is why | left the town... that’s all.

Lack of parental love and purposeful regecare the other family practices that are
mentioned as principal factor to put children iffidilt situation. From the study participants,
case 3 experienced and felt the hatred and repethiat his mother had on him during his
childhood. His mother expelled him from the housd atarted living on the street since he was
8 years old. As the result he does not get the dowkaffection from his father since his mother
and father are divorced in his early age and Hisefadidn’t look for him anymore. When he
remembered the situations how his mother treatedumtil he was expelled, he was struggling
to control his tears from falling. He makes a sfretatement of dissatisfaction on the actions of
his parents by saying “the main reason for me bemthe street is because | didn’t get love and
affection both from my father and mother.” Theresveadong silence after he spoke this. His lack
of love from his parents, especially from his motheade him to be aggressive towards other
children in the village. He used to beat and wosndhe of them and the parents of victim
children usually came and complained to his mottien his mother took her brutal disciplinary

measures, which finally became the reason for h@img expelled from the house. Case 3
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explains, “Because my mother didn’'t love me, |tstdto fight with kids in the village... when

they touched me, | wouldn't tolerate them. If thtegt something on me | would fight with them.
The kid | kicked may bleed or get wounded.” Casalso faced a rejection by her father. Her
father was released from prison by the time hetheradied. However, he was not willing to take

care of her. Therefore, he left her with her graatirar and disappeared.

Parental supervision and control is anotamiily factor. The parents and guardians
of participants 5 didn’'t supervise and control thehildren’s day-to-day activities. This is
especially evidenced among those children who agially from Addis Ababa. When we say
parental supervision and control it is to indicdtat parental knowledge about their children’s
friends, their attendance to school, and their whleouts. The parents of case 2, case 8, case 9,
case 10, and case 7 did not control their attereddocthe school and didn’'t also have the
knowledge about what kind of friends their childfeave. Case 2 for instance was usually absent
from school and instead he used to go to his feemldo live around>ojamBerendand stayed
there during the day with his friends and came bawke acting as if he spent the day in school.
He used to do that until he left his family for goand joined his friends who were running away
from home. The nature of his father's work also endite control to be loose since his father
would not be able to stay at home for longer timldge communication with his father was by

telephone; on the other hand, the control fronmiogher was weak.

Case7, who was living with her grandmothied aunt was not properly supervised
and controlled. This is because, her grandmotherttna fear that she will feel mother’s death if
she tries to put some pressure on the child, sogtadmother did not want to say anything
even when she did something wrong and the sameeidd her aunt. The grandmamma had poor

follow up and supervision to her educational perfance. She reported that she was truant in the
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school, did not do her assignments and she fougfht ether students. One day one of the
teachers asked her to bring her parent, so thatillediscuss why she was absence from school
repeatedly. However, she was afraid to ask herdgnather to go to school and instead she
runaway to the street. She stated the reason whiosk this measure saying, “they thought that
| was decent and they would not imagine that Idlslich things in the school. Thinking this, |

was afraid to tell them that | am told to bring parents.”

Case 8, case 9, and 10 were friends irstheol as well as in the village and they
were in the center for the second time as co-of#enduring the time of interview. All of them
experienced very loose control by their parentxiTparents didn't make any effort to make
sure their children are attending classes on redhdais or not. For case 8 and case 9, their
sisters and brothers were more worried than treeenis. Case 8 became the reason for conflicts
that arose between her mother and sisters asdtersswanted the mother to put more pressure

on case 8.

Child labor exploitation and workload inetthouse is identified as contributing
factor for children to become in conflict with thew. Especially, for the children who came
from countryside, work burden in the household ianithe farmlands are reported to be the main
factors for children to run away from their homeneOof the study participants, who is from
Addis Ababa, also reported that he experienced warklen when he was his mother's home.
Among those participants who reported that they ecdrom rural areas, case 4 and case 5
experienced a lot of exploitations by their pare@ase 4 who is 15 years old is frakfereabe
and he came to Addis Ababa two years ago. Bothioparents have chronic health problem,
which was difficult for them to do the householdts and the farm duties. He also lost his

order sister by death. She was very much resp@ngibimost of the household tasks. As the
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result of his parents’ sickness and death of hitesi case 4 was responsible for both the
household task and the farm work. The day- to-daykisad was unbearable to him. He

explained that his parents understood that he e inerdened with the work beyond his age but
there was no any solution. At the end, he decidadn away and his destination was to come to
Addis Ababa. When he decided to run away, his heaihdition was deteriorated due to restless

workload. He explained:

After my sister’'s death, my dad also started toobex weak and weak everyday
... then the farm work and the household tasks leated on me. | started to feel weary
about everything... | also became anemic and | stdadeget collapsed in the middle of
doing something, | didn’t tell anyone about my sieks. Then | did something for a lady
in our village and she gave me 35 birr, then Iimfed my friends that | am going to
Addis Ababa... and | came.

Case 5 was also the other participant wipeenced labor exploitation. He was
living with his grandmother since his childhoodn& she was living alone he was given to his
grandmother. He was expected to assist his graftdmass she was old. He therefore used to
work on his grandmother’s farmland since she dadsave anyone to rely on, except him. His
grandmother was not willing to let him spend theneyhe got from the production on what he

wanted. He was the one who supported himself dsasdlis grandmother.

Case 3, who is from Addis Ababa, was victifrworkload in the house. He didn’t
have time to study because his mother engaged mihousehold tasks. He used to do house
chores such as bringing water frdmng washing dishes, cleaning the house. He was also
expected to run wherever his mother ordered hifettth something. Taking care of his younger
brother was another responsibility for case 3. iAfir@shing his work, he asked his mother for
permission to play with friends but she would neletr him. This might have affected his

socialization with other children.
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Rural to urban migration is identified aseoof the influencing factors children to
become in conflict with the law, since migratiortguhildren in difficult circumstances in which
they become exposed for any kind of criminal attivBome of the pushing factors that are
identified by the participants who are originallprh rural areas for their being migrated are
attraction to city life, work burden, and parenpalysical abuse. The reason for Case 6 for his
migration is his curiosity to see the life in Addibaba. He stated “when people talk about Addis
Ababa, it was like they were talking about Ameritdhen they exaggerated it so much, |
thought it is nice place, and then | wanted to pravhether Addis Ababa is like as they
explained it or not”. Case 4 on the other handheftchronically sick parents since he couldn’t
bear the workload anymore. Case 5 was also the pénson who left his place of origin because
he was getting tired of the workload in his grantimos house and he had conflict with his
grandmother over money use. Case 1, who suffetetddd brutal and repetitive physical abuse
by his father, left his place of origin to escape tlanger or death after he succeeded to run away

from where his father tied him to suffocate withok®.

The other factor identified from the pagpants for their being in conflict with the
law was street life. From the participants of thtisdy, six of them were living in the street and
the contributing factors for their being in theestr vary from participants to participants. Those
who are from rural area, after they came to Addml#a because of different pushing factors,
since they don’t have anyone to support them inig&\éddbaba they ended up on the street. From
those participants who were born in Addis Ababaempil rejection and weak parental control
and guidance are found to be causes for the chiklbeing in the street. Case three whose is 13
years old, was living in the street before he wasaicerated in the centre. He said that his

mother sent him out from home when he was 8 yelaksBesides, he didn’'t know where his
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father lives or any other person who will be widito support him. He first tried to work for
different shops around stadium area as garbagectm! The money he earned out of this
activity was not enough to support him. When helgotgry, he started to steal from people’s

pocket.

Case 7 on the other hand went to the shreetiuse she was attracted to the life as
she had one time experience. The reason for hstrtiime experience was related to her being
afraid of telling her grandmother and her aunt theat teacher asked her to bring her parent for
discussion related to her wrongdoing in school. 8ag brought back home after two months of
street life with the effort made by her grandmothed aunt to find her. Since, she enjoyed the
life in the street with her new friends, she ruragvior the second time. She got sick when she
was living on the street which became the reasarotoe back home. However, as soon as she
got better, she ran away to the street again. 8pé dgoing to the street and comeback home
repeatedly until she was incarcerated for the se¢iome. Her grandmother and aunt were very
welcoming and also caring whenever she came baniehdhen she came back home, she
never stayed more than a week since she got batedamily life. When she had an intension
to run away to the street, she would plan to doetbing wrong at home. In addition, when

someone asked her why she did that, she would atitcatly run away.

Parental substance use and being alcoa@iother factors that lead children to be
in conflict with the law. From the 10 participara$ the study Case 8, Case 3 and Case 4’s
parents use one or two type of substances. Casad@tser hakhataddiction and she also uses
shisha Case 4's father chews. Case 8's father is aloolasl well a smoker and when he came

home drunk he was abusive and have had bad teBipedescribed the situation as follows:
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When he becomes drunk, he insults my sisters andomothers and also my
mother. He even tells my mother to get out of tbade, he always does that, Eh... in
that time she will just leave the house, and tHenwill come back after he falls asleep.
Then they will be mediated by elderly people omghers then they start to live together
again.

Peer Influence

Apart from family factors, peer members énamany contributions in shaping the
behavior of a child. For all the participants, #gfect of peer influence is evidenced as the other
major contributor for the children’s being in caafl with the law. It is identified from the
participants’ point of view that time of meetingtwifriends has an effect on the children’s
involvement in crime acts. For example those childivho were in the street met their friends in
their desperate and critical times of their lif@s€ 4 met his friends after he stopped working in
the shoe repairer shop. At the time he didn’'t hawg work and started to live in the street. At
that point of time he met his friends who livedre street. He said that his friends were so nice

to him they offered him every things he wanted.e@4plained in his own words as follows:

After | quitted working in the shoe repairer shdpnet my friends in the play
station house where | used to go every day. These weorking atshinkurtberenda
[onion market]. | was feeling very hopeless at tivae, | didn’t have anything to eat, |
didn’t also know how to work in the market area..t Iy friends used to give me
money; when they saw my unkempt hair, they gavenoeey to get my hair cut.

Case 3, who is from Addis Ababa, said thfé¢r his mother expelled him from
home, he went to street around stadium. He firstius sleep and spend the day alone. Then he
met his friends in his bad moment and they werepassionate towards him. He explained the
support he got from friend on the street as follows

It was at night. | was looking for leftover foodtae nearby hotels, but | was not
able to find anything. | got hungry and | was sitiin one corner of a building very
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frustrated. Then, some guys who also lived in thees came to me and took me to their
place. Then they bought me dinner, and they allomedo sleep near their territory that
night after. These guys were thieves from whonairiethe rope from them.

Case7’s friends can be classified into stheends and street friends. She met with
her street friends when she was wandering ar@ojdmBerendafter runaway from her home.
The friend she met was very generous and caringdaorHer friend promised her that she could
stay with her that night in the room she rentedh\@itbirr and to work together to get money for

food, cigarette, andhat They get the money by begging and stealing.

All of the study participants committed ithdirst offence because of the
encouragement and pressure they got from friendse G, for instance, was pressurized by his
friends to carry people’s good and disappear inketaplaces. He explained that stealing is
mandatory if one becomes member of the gang glaugescribing how theft is done because of
pressure, he said, “When | told to my friends thditin’t want to steal, they knocked on my head
and beat me with a stick... they also intimidatedbyepointing a knife on my face and said to
me ‘who do you think you are? Be a man!'... Fearimgrt possible attack | joined their business
and started stealing.” He further explained howythleowed him the tricks the tactics that he

would use for stealing.

Case 2, who is from Addis Ababa, was metidaand encouraged by his friends to
leave his family, and he started to live with tharoundGojamBerendaHis friends promised
him that they would teach him the skill bélbela, whichmeans breaking into people’s house
(burglary). They managed to influence him by tegjlmm flattery things like it is better for you
to be with us, we will enjoy and relax every daydave have our own money and other precious
things.” Case 4 also learn&elbeldrom his friends. His friends taught him what kiafitime,
conditions or situations are suitable or conduéorebelbela They told him that rainy nights are
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good for burglary. They also trained him how toefland hide from policemen. They also

encouraged him by telling him words like ‘don’t &feaid of anything’ and so on.

Case 8, Case 9, and Case 10 are threédriarthe village and at school as well as
in the centre, who are incarcerated twice togeblemause they are co-offenders. To influence
and motivate Case 10 to participate with them eéalgtg, her friends were saying to her that she
could help her poor grandmother and she could lalsoanything she wanted.” They even used
to share what they stole until she became fullyabépof participating in the stealing activities.
Then she started to steal with them. Case 9 stéotstkal because her classmate who brought
money from their home and bought candies and dthiegs made her very jealous. Therefore,
she started to steal from her sister’s shop. Themset with a new friend in the village. She was
one who taught her pick pocketing. Then she mdi @asel0, Case 8 and another girl who was
not in the centre during the interview. She stattedvork with them in market areas 8hiro
meda in a place where religious festivals are goingamd in other crowded areas. Her chances
of meeting friends who had the motive of stealinganced her ability to become thief. Case 8

also learned a more organized stealing strategy frer friends.

Case 7’s friends also contributed a lohar twisted behavior. Her school friends
were influencing her to truancy, to smoke cigatedied have affected her school participation
and she even reached to the point of scoring int&tmgrades in most of the subjects. After she
ran away from her family, she met other streetnfite who latter trained her how to steal in
market places, to beg in the streets, and to dsseht drugs other than smoking cigarette. She
took street life as a fun and she used to enj®p imuch. She was daring to do anything her

friends asked her to do, and they would appredmte fearlessness. The appreciation and
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encouragement she got from her friends was fuélergor further commitment of offences. The

reason for her being submissive to her friend’slideas associated to avoid rejection by friends.

For some the participants, the age of fisehas an effect on their involvement in
criminal activities. Among the participants, CaseCase 3, Case 4, and Case 5 had friends who
are older than they are. Case 2’s friends, for gt@ntalled him felaw!” which means ‘the kid’
since there is a significant age difference betwhan and his friends. Two of the key
informants also asserted that one of the factorgribaiting to the children’s being in conflict
with the law is attachment with friends who aredyigunger than theirs. They also stated that
there are adults criminal who recruit children fbe purpose of crime so that they will fulfill

their selfish wishes and they will pay them minimpayment for their “job.”

Friends were the reasons for others not tnget participated in delinquent acts but
also to start different substance abuses. Fromdhtecipants of this study, Case 7, Case 1, Case
3, and Case 2 abuse different substances like etigakhat taking illicit drugs likeganja
(hashish and inhaling wood fixer glue what they callMastishMetoz’ Case 1 started to smoke
cigarette when he was Bhashemendis friends persuaded him to smoke the cigatbga he
started to take and became addicted. After he danfeddis Ababa, he also started chewing
khain addition to smoking cigarette. His cigaretteake increased very much from time to time.
Case 2 also started smoking and chevkihgt with his friends. Case 3 also started smoking for
the first time with the invitation he got from frds. He also learned chewikigat takingganja
and inhaling glugMastishMetoy from his friends. Case 7’s school friends as wasllher street
friends are responsible for her being drug additte would abuse different substances, like
ganja,mastishsmoking cigarette; chewinkhat, and she would also take alcohol occasionally

with her friends.
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School Factors

School is another factor that plays a major rolbehavioral development of a child. Low
school motivation and weak academic performancevels as the school environment are
identified to be factors that have some contrimgidor children to enter into conflict with the

law in this study.

Case 7 was™grade in the time of her incarceration. When shs asked about her
attitude about school, her response was “I uselikéo..” she puts the practice of substance
abuse and experience of living on the street asoresafor her dislike of school. Her school
performance was very low and even she was incomdetalmost all subjects marked below

50%.

Case 9 has a negative attitude towardsosicigoand she had very low school
performance. Her reason for disliking school wdateel to her association with friends and the
school environment. She has friends who are traadtif they are not in the class all she thinks
is about them, where they could be in that momeut the like. On such occasions, she left

school at break time and joined her friends.

Case 10 who was in grad®ifas reported negative attitude towards school hEor
getting money to spend for her own interest wagdlason for low school performance and low
motivation. All she thought about in class was hHovget money; when to meet friends; and do

some stealing rather than listening to what theltees taught.

Case 1, who was in grade one when heWedflayitdhas negative attitude towards

school. When his father sent him to school, hehmiexercise books in the school and ran out
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from there and went for stealing. He had also latwosl performance and he believed that he
could not understand what the teachers had tangtiass. He even once got a sponsorship in
Addis Ababa to keep him in a boarding formal ediecatbut after he stayed there for a week, he

got bored and left the school.

Case 6 was in grade 1 when he wa&atkiteand he, as Case 7, used to like school.
He stated “l used to like school when | was with payents, but after | came to Addis Ababa, |
hated it... after | started street life, and | Ids tnterest for learning.” For Case 2, “school is ...
Eh ... I don’t know, | am not comfortable with it”.eHvas usually absence from school and if he
went to school he would leave any time when heldeted. After he met his friends and started

to live with them, he quitted schooling at all.

On the other hand, the rest of four pg&ats have positive attitude towards school
but with low performance. Case 8, who wisgfade before she was in the centre, had positive
attitude towards school but her problem was shddadchool performance. “I like school even
though | am not clever, but if | got someone tgph@ke on it, | would be happy; | started to love
school since | was in a priest school.” Case 3 imagrade 4 when he was living with his
mother. He is positive about school but had lowgrarance. He said that his low performance
in school is because of his engagements in househsks. Therefore, he didn’t have much time
to study and perform well. Case 4 was in gradeetlwben he was with his parentsWerabe.
He has good attitude for school and was a goodestudith higher rank. However, he failed
when he got to "8 grade because of the work burden he had in theendue to his parent's
health situation. Case 5 also has highly posititkude towards school. He was in grade five
when he was i'Welele Even after coming to Addis Ababa, he startednieay in the evening

problem.
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School environment is another factor mergwby the participants that contributed
for their being apprehensive to schooling. Scheldted factors could include the control system
and the disciplinary measures that that exist osts. For Case 9, one of the reasons her hating
school is the disciplinary measures that were tdkgrieachers while she was in school. She

explained:

The teachers were so cruel. If you don’t answernathey ask questions in class,
they will beat you.... | used to wear many clothesewt went to school ... my dad saw
me one day while | was wearing and asked me whyd wearing one clothes upon
another despite the hot weather. | said | am deédsaid, ‘take it off’ However, after he
went out, | put them on again. | did that to redtieepain of the teachers’ beating.

Inadequate rules against antisocial behsvaad truancy in the school can also be
noted from the participants as factors that leddhiélren to hate school, dropout and commit

some criminal activities that put them to be infGonwith the law.

Neighborhood and Community Factors

Most of the respondents live in places,ohhare usually identified as crime zones.
Case 10, Case 8, and Case 9, who are co-offeridergroundshiromeda, whicls a crowded
market place. Three of them used to steal mobimes and money from marketers around the
market areas. Case 2’s parents live arotiodHailoch but after his run away from home, he
joined his friends who were living aroun@ojamBerenda Case 7 also lived around
GojamBerendafter her run away from home and started to livth Wwer street friends. Case 1,
who is a runaway from his family iWelayta was living inGojamBerendaas well, where a
dozens of criminals live. He said “the place bglitss a crime station, everybody steals... there
are many thieves who pick pockets there. When wetlsam stealing, we also steal with them...

that is it”. The others live also Merkato, ShinkurtBerenda, stadium area, and Selnated/e
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can see from the participants report that neightmuthcharacteristics have determinant impact
on the children’s involvement in criminal activiieOne of the key informant affirmed that,
neighborhood characteristics has impact on thel'shileing in conflict with the law since she/he

will take people as a role model who are livinguand her/him that are involved in crime.

The other community factor is participationreligious activities. Participation in
religious activities has some controlling effectpaople’s behavior. Participation in religious
activities has some controlling effect in peopleéhavior. Case 9 thinks that she doesn’t deserve
to go to church. She has the assumption that “sopewho goes to church is not a thief like me.
| always think that God is watching us when we Isthimgs, what will God say to us? So, |
decided not to go to church anymore.” Case 7 useagbtto church as a pretext to go out from
home and meet her friends; she said that she nmeserto church on purpose. Case 5, Case 6,
Case 4 used to go to Mosque, pray the timely praperso on. However, after they came to

Addis Ababa and started to live in the street &y guitted doing that. Case 4 said for instance:

When | was inWerabe,| used to go to the mosque in the morning; prenely
prayer and read Quran till 8 o’clock, and then luldogo to school. However, after |
came here, | didn’t have anything other than watghmovies in the cinema the whole
day and then at nights, | would thelbela’ with my friends.

FACTORS CONTRIBUTING FOR REPEATED CONFLICT WITH THE LAW

The factors that contributed for first timenflict with the law are the bases for the
repetitive conflicts with the law. As one of theykmmformants stated, the reasons that led the

children to be in conflict with the law at the fitame continue its influence all through theielif
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Therefore, when | present the factors that makielien to be in conflict with the law repeatedly,

the first instances that put them in incarcerationalso been taken into consideration.

Family Factors

As it is identified in the previous sectidamily factors are the major important
factors that contributed on the children’s firshél in conflict with the law. All participants
experienced family disorganizations and breakdowmese factors also led children to be a

situation conducive for being in conflict with theav repetitively.

Case 2, who was a runaway from his pardmssfamily didn’t know about his first
incarceration since he was not at home at that. tifier his first release, he stayed with his
friends for a few days and he decided to go backéafter two years of runaway. They were
welcoming when he went back home and gave him tbheges, either to learn vocational or
formal education or to be employed in a garage. &@w his choice was neither of the three,
because he hates to work as well as attends heatolo. What he needed was to have his own
business. In the middle of this, his friends cahéd and asked him to workélbela)with them.
Then he decided to wobdelbelarather than engaged in business. He explainedheoleft home

and joined his friends to wotkelbelas follows:

| told my mother where | was going, | also told Waren | should come back
home. | lied to her that | was going in a distaaicp to do business with one of his elder
former school friends. In addition, she agreed,ding said to me ‘ok Babi what is it that
we couldn’t provide you if you wanted the same bass being with us? If you think the
business is lucrative, | will borrow some moneynirmylkub and let you do the business
here’ she tried to give me different choices townce me to stay at home; but | went to
my friends ignoring all of her options.

His father's absence in the house was thermeason that led him to join the

belbelagroup. He imagined about what differences couldehénere been in his decision to join
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the belbelagroup if his father had been at home at the timeeshid, “I don’t know, | respected
him so much... not because he beats me, you know &dather, it would not have been easy to
join the group.” His mother used to hide many peatsecrets for Case 2 from his father, and he
knew that when he joined thelbelagroup his mother would not tell the same to hiedat That
was why he paid no attention to what his mothett sahim. We can see that how the presence
and absence of father figures in the family matteCase 2’s life and might be the reason for his
being repeatedly in conflict with the law since fasher was usually at fieldwork. The control
made by Case 2’'s father was very loose particulaftgr his first time incarceration. Lose
control from parents is evidenced in that of Cas€&e 9 and Casel0 cases. Case 9's family
was welcoming and both of her parents were advisergnot to do the mistakes she did before
again. However, the control was loose, even afagrfinst release they didn’'t supervise and
control her. Even when she became friend with thlewgho was incarcerated with her as co-
offender, the family didn't do anything. Case 8amily was also welcoming when she is
released from the centre. However, because ofathelihg neighbors and community members
towards the family, she reported that they feltrgrabout her. She stated what her siblings said
to her “it is because of what you did that we anenhiated in front of all these people, this kind
of thing is not known in our family. By doing suthings you disgraced us, and they will say
other such things to me.” Members of the familynida her for the bad perception and name
that they gained in the neighborhood. Moreover, dbtrolling strategies after her release did
not change. As the result, she continued her fakipdwith previous friends who are thieves and
stated doing their previous anti-social and aetial activities. They usually went to the market

place as they did before to steal. This was alsstime with Case 10, who was living with her
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grandmother. The story of the participant depilts tack of proper help from parents and other

family members may put children in persistent dohfkith the law.

On the other hand, one of the key inforrmandicated some factors other than what
are mentioned by the children participants. He résdehat there are families that want their
children to involve in crime and bring them somenepto support them. Since the children are
supposed to bring money because their parents egpesame from them, they will become

repeatedly in conflict with the law.

Street Life

Six of the participants are children whoedisto live on street before their
incarcerations. The reasons for their being ingtineet are mostly related with family problem.
Among the participants who were in the street [#asel, Case 4, Case 5, and Case 6 came from
rural areas. Case 7 and Case 3 are from Addis Alizdre 1 thinks that the main factor for his
being in conflict with the law and for his thirdrte incarceration is his coming to Addis Ababa,
which was the result of punishment made by hiseflatand his being in the street made things
worse. In order to survive, stealing is inevitalite adds that “the city benefits only those who
are educated and for those who have money. Me...entwer | find money? When | don’'t have
something to eat, | don’t have choice other thaalstg. So, in order not to steal... and to refrain
from all wrong doings, | have to go back to my hdht@ase 4 who is fronWerabealso thinks
that what led him to become in conflict with thevleepeatedly was basically related to the work
burden imposed by his family. The immediate faéborhim to engage in criminal activities was
his being in the street. “It is the family problehat made me have that work load, and after |

came here, it was my being in the street that nmeléo be involved in such actions.” Case 6
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explained how street life led him to be repeatedlgonflict with the law as this: “When we
lived in the streets, and had nothing to eat, wedit stop doing that thing [stealing], and we
didn’t have another option. If you are living iretstreet, and if you don’t have anything ... you

have one option ... stealing.”

Case 3 is 13 years old, he is from Addisal#d He started to live on the street
because his mother expelled him from home when &g & years old. After he had been
discharged from the centre, he needed to go badkstthome but when he remembered the
incidents that forced him to leave home; he re@difrom going back home lest the same thing
would happen to him, and so his stay in the stneet unavoidable. In his own words Case 3
says:

| even wanted to go to my mother when | got relédsem here, but | started to
think otherwise. She sent me out meanly. Whennrktlabout that | feel bitter | don’t

need to think that... [Frown] when | think about @hilé things how she rejected me, | get
upset.... [Long sigh] Then, six month after reledas@me back to the centre.

We can understand from the respondentsv View the street life leads them to be
repeatedly become in conflict with the law; sinagthing is changed to make them do the
necessary adjustment in life. Lack of welcomingepés was also an issue here, lest their parents
be welcoming, they will go back to their stree¢Jiftvhich in turn might led them to be repeatedly

in conflict with the law.

Peer Influence

All of the respondents rejoined their poers friends who at the first time led them
to be in conflict with the law. Case 9, Case 8, @ade 10 were in the centre together on their

first incarceration, and after they were dischargesly continued their friendship. For Case 8,
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rejoining her previous friends was the main reagwrher second incarceration. She explains

how rejoining her friends contributed for her settdime incarceration:

After we were released from the first incarceratios used to meet on Saturdays
day Sundays and we all used to gd&toro medaas | told you it is Case 9 who usually
picks things from people’s pocket. If she got wkateamount of money or mobile, she
would pass it for one of us, then we all shared ti@ney and bought things to eat.

Case 9 also joined her previous friends staded to steal with them after release.

She has also explained the incidence after fileage that put her again in incarceration:

After we were released, | was not involving withyatealing. | was focusing on
my learning. Then | had heard that they were st#hling, and then | asked them about it.
They said they were not doing that, they told mat tthey were selling sugarcane.
However, after sometimes they started to do itragé@ihen | also started to work with
them, to steal with them. Then we were caught anddht here again.

Case 7, who is a run away from her homeyjlavdive in a street. She was also
incarcerated with her friends who were co-offend8ise and her friends were released together

and went back to the street they left. In her ovands:

| was released from the centre with my friends. Wége wearing snicker shoes
that were given to us from the centre. After we evezleased from here, we went to
Teklehaimandatirectly and sold the shoes. Then we went to pazé chilled out there,
we chewedkhat, smoked cigarette and enjoyed ourselves.

She went to the same environment that she before, where she didn't get the

chance to get support for behavioral change.

Case 2 was a victim of peer influence bdthing his first and second time
becoming in conflict with the law. After his releake went back to his previous friends who
were living aroundsojamBerendand who became the reason for his runaway frorpdrient’s

house. He states:
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My friend used to visit me when | was in the ceritremy first incarceration.
They were even present in my court appearancewaed the court ruled that | am free
to go, they were happy. They waited for me tillént back to the centre to handover my
things. Then | went with them. They bought me lyrahd we drank together, we also
chewkhatand smoked cigarettes. Then they rented a roorméoand let me rest there.
They didn’t force me to work with them for aboutel days. Then | started to steal with
them again.

After a few days stay with his friends, €@sdecided to go back home [his parents’
home] after two years of being in the street. Thenwent back home and his parents were
welcoming to him. When he went back home, he gawéaéme phone number to his friends. As

the result of this, he stated what happened aswoll

My friends called me when | was thinking about Imgvimy own business- to
learn or work in somebody’s garage. Being in thisdkof dilemma, they told me that
they got a job (burglary) which was worth of 10,d4ér, and asked me if | could join
them. They told me there is money and gold in thegwhere they planned to rob, and
told me everything is ready. Then | sastiyl€ to them.

Case 2 blames his friends to be the caokéss first as well as his second time
becoming in conflict with the law. He explains, wias my friends who put me in both of these

situations’.

Case 1, who is froWvelayta,also blames his friends for his repetitive incaatien.
He explained how close he was with his friendsregyil go where they go. When they steal, |
also steal. | live like this. Here | am in this gafor third time. | have decided not to do such

things again.”

Substance Use

Among the ten participants, four of thera addicted to different substances. Case

7, who is 15-year-old girl, has different substanse likeGanja khat, cigarette, andvastish
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(glue). Sometimes she drinks alcohol with her flienCase 7 thinks that using drug by itself
doesn't lead to crime. She argues:
I don't think taking these substances lead to crimemean the reason why we

take and get high with hashish... you know to getofidour painful inner feelings, you
will simply laugh and you will make others to laygdhat is it. Does it lead to crime...?

Oh! ... I don’t think so, | don’t believe in thathlve experienced it myself... when we
chewkhain-group we all do it for enjoyment. We only talkaut our life history, nothing
else.

However, for the question of what they will dohily don’t have the money to buy ganja
(hashish) or the other substances, she simplyectpli a matter of fact gesture, “that is obvious,

we will steal or beg.”

For Case 2, his addiction has a contidlbuto his further involvement in illegal
acts. For the question how his addiction can leadtb repetitive crime, he replied, “you know
if you have addictions, you need money for thamhelan for your addictions... it is obvious you
will need money for that. Even when | think abooing back to school what comes into my
mind is what am | going to do with my addictiong? ISeel anxious.” We can see that addiction
result in the need of money, which in turn leadsstealing, and how addiction also affects

motivation to attend class.

Case 1 believes that if he doesn’t stopatttéiction, he will not stop stealing. He
even smokes in the centre hiding from the caregivele will get the cigarette when the
institution itself allows him to go out for breakse he is one of the children who are considered
to be“tamagn” which means who are trusted. However, this gawve the opportunity to get
cigarette. When he reported the reduction in thewarnhof daily intakes he described that “I have

managed to qukhatbut smoking | couldn’t. | used to smoke a pacKetigarette per day. What
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| can do is just to reduce the amount little bildievery day. If decided to smoke, | would take

only 2-3 next time. Like this | will try. Otherwise ”

Community and Neighborhood Factors

The participants after they are discharfyeth the centre, they all will go back to
the place they used to live before incarceratidroSE who come from the street will go back to
the street and who are from their family will algo back home and neighborhood they used to
live. Case 8, case 9, and 10 who are fednino medawvent back to their home and neighborhood
after they were released. Bur reintegration wita¢bmmunity was very difficult for all of them
even though they stayed only for 18 days in theéreehis is mostly because of the labeling, the
rejection, and detestation that the people showeithém in the neighborhood they live when

they go back. Case 9, who is 11 years old now,essas her experience she encountered as,”

| don’t have a good name even in the whole neiginmd. Everybody knows
about me... if it was possible, | wanted to leavd Hrea... in the name of God... they are not
good people. If it was possible to move from thate...” she added what the people say to her,
“they will call meleba... leba(thief... thief). | heard them saying to each otlsée is released
from jail.” She also said, when they call me thiekill say to myself, wait... | will snatch from
you too. | will steal your things.” The above degtion of neighbors’ perception about children
who are in conflict with the law indicates thatgi@orhood members are hostile to them and as
the result the children started to be unfriendlwaads the neighbors. This also might lead
children to develop anti- social behaviors singe pleople around them are not caring for them,
and help them to change positively.

Case 10, who is 13 years old, also facedynabeling and rejections from the
neighborhood when she went back from the centreale of that she developed negative
feelings about the whole neighborhood. It was mdy dier who suffers from the labeling and
gossips from the people in the neighborhood, Bd Aker grandmother. She said “everybody in
the neighborhood heard that | have been arrestéwnWhey called méeba ... leba (thief...

thief) | started to alienate myself from the neigitimod... for that, | spend the day till 3:30 pm
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in the afternoon at school... it makes me too disappd. “She added” | regret and feel
ashamed. | also feel like not living in that neighimod anymore. However, after a while |
started to get used to it and started to say totiged you see me stealing?’ Then they almost
stopped saying that.” Case 10 also encounteresame kind of hostile environment, which was
not favorable to her to be rehabilitated. The graotther was also suffering from the gossips in

different community gatherings likddirs. Her grandmother blames the child for the same.

Case 8 who is a 14 years old girl got défe type of treatments from the
neighborhood. Some were positive towards her antesare negative and affected her emotion
so much. What makes her offended and upset washghgteople’s reaction was bad not only to
her but also defamed the family too. She expléaWy | feel bad is when | understand that it is
me who is the reason for the dishonor of my fanmlyhe face of the whole neighborhood. They
feel insulted because of me. Our neighbors said ‘tial she become a disgrace to the family, a
family which was respected in the whole neighbod®decause of this they hated me.” She
also added about how she felt when they said sunbd to her. I'hear them saying ‘this is the
girl who stole mobile with those kids over theist that time | feel mortified so muthror case
8 the neighborhood environment was not a condygli@ee to rehabilitate not only because she

was hated by the members of that community butlaydoer family.

When case 2 was released and went back,Hosfamily, as well as the people in
the neighborhood didn’t know his first time incaiat®on. The neighbors did not even know he
ran away from home for two years. His mother aredrédst of family members told everybody
that he went to his aunt out of Addis Ababa, fegtime labeling and gossips that would follow if
people knew the reason. Therefore, for case 2whss not a problem. Generally, the fear that

Case 2 has in mind during the interview seems wbatd happen if the people around his
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family’s house heard about him, they may label ¢héd as deviant. Fearing this, his parents
keep lying about the whereabouts of their child. ¥da see from this how labeling is stressful
for the children as well as the family since paseate also the ones to be blamed for the

behavior of their child.

School Factors

Most of the respondents didn’t go backdlaa®l after their first release. Those who
rejoined school were only Case 8, Case 9, and @@seho were at school before their
incarceration. However, the others didn't go toadhecause most of them were not at school
when they were incarcerated, except Case 5 whoatt@sding school in the evening. Among
those who went back to school, Case 9 was the @rilg who faced problems at school. For
everyone knew her incarceration, she suffered dangedabeling and rejection from the students
and teachers as the one she suffered from the bwigbods. She expressed her school

experience as follows:

When | went to school, everybody said, ‘this g&la thief..., this girl is a thief’
then | started to hate going to school. However,fatlyer warned me not to quit class,
and if | do that it will be the end of our relatgmp with him. In addition, | promised him
that 1 would not quit. In addition, | started lesrm giving a deaf ear to whatever they
said.

She said the following about the mistrust fad in the class. “Without any reason
they would kick me and pick up a fight with me aaddo if somebody said s/he lost something
they shouted at me .leba....leba’[thief... thief....] and beat me... all of them ... thewduld
report it to our teacher but the teacher also beat She also added how the teacher treated her
at school: “The teachers used to beat me withagams assuming that what the other students

said about me was true. If somebody in the class domething, they would report it to the
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teacher as if | stole that thing. Then ... [long $igAll these things that she encountered in the
school made her to hate school more than she etedht before. In any way, school was

supposed to be a place for change not for aggrayhghavioral problem.

On the other hand, Case 8 and Case 1 tide these kinds of problems since the
students didn’t know anything about their incartiera Case 8’s teachers also didn’t know
anything. However, Case 10's Home Room teacher latewat it but he kept it confidential and

was very supportive to her and helped her lot evdrer education.

Institutional Factors

The institutional factors that are idemiifiin this study are mostly related to the
length of stay of the children in their first incaration; the treatment they got; the relationship
they had with the counselors, care givers and;dtafdisciplinary measures in the institute; the
relationship with the other children in the centr@uding the experience they share and the drug
use in the centre; and other related issues: tlkeges either contribute to or prohibit children’s

from their being repeatedly in conflict with theva

Children, in most cases, stay for a shortetin the centre during their first
incarceration. The shortest was eight days andbtigeest was four months. For example, Case 4
stayed for only eight days, Case 7 fifteen dayseC Case 8, and Case 10 stayed one month,
Case 2 and Case 6 stayed two months, and finalbe Qastayed four months. Participants
reported that their short stay encouraged thenomirtue offending. The reason for their short
stay as reported by the participants was basetiendurt’s decision. The court usually passes a
short period of sentence for one-time offence<fadren. However, Case 1, for instance, stayed
relatively longer than the other respondents armdl sa
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| never knew that there is a prison like this befdrsteal, and if they catch me they
just beat me and let me go. However, when | wagltaoy a police and brought here, | was
confused. Then they sent me free in a short tils&grted to think then that ‘what is this? Is
it easy like this?’ Then | was caught again andighd back here.

Case9, who stayed for eighteen days witHriends, also said:

We were caught stealing mobile phone. We stole i@slm the church, but we were
not caught right away, but when we stole anothebileadhey knew that it was us that were
stealing before. Then when handed to the poliay brought us here. Then they took us to
the court and the court released us in a short hesause it was our first time. We thought
that it is easy like this to get released. And weeleere again.

It is not only the length of their stay ttmaattered but also the treatment they got in
their stay that did not effect change in their hadtva When participants children were asked
about the treatment they got in their first stayrescentre that could change their behavior, they
reported that there was no appropriate servicgh®isame. Case 7 said about the treatment she
got with regard to change her behavior: ‘... theyndidvork on changing my behavior, it was
only one day that | came to the office [counsel@fice], and in fact | didn’t stay there for
long.” She reported that she did not get any cdingsaervice in her first incarceration in the
Remand Home. Case 9 shares this view and saysusvstpyed here for a few days and left. We

ate, drank, and slept. Nothing more.... [Laugh]”

When they are asked what kind of counsdiivay received even if it was little, it
was noted that there was not a proper counselisg@s Case 4 stayed for eight days in his first
incarceration, he said that he got a counseling and the counseling was more of promises that
are not fulfilled. He said:

| heard that there is counseling. Two days afterimagrceration, somebody came
and asked me where | came from and | told him senThe promised me they would buy
me shoe shiners equipmdhstro] when | finished my term of imprisonment. From that

day on | didn’t get any counseling. When | was asésl, | asked them to give me the
material the guy promised, but they told me he matshere.
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He also added, “They also promised us to send waitglace, to our family. | have a
friend called Z, they also promised him that theyuld send him to his place, because he was

younger than I, but they did not. We went out fritva centre and that was it.”

Case 3 who stayed for four months said tihatcounseling he got was something
like a suggestion. The counselor told him thatsitbetter for him to go back to his mother.
Without putting a reunification program in placéjst will remain to be a false suggestion.
Telling him what is better is not a proper counsgliCase 6 who stayed for two months also said
that the behavioral change treatment he got was ttee formal education and the handcraft
training like making carpgsigaja). He said it was helpful especially the handcradssl Case 1,

who stayed for four months, said the following attthe counseling:

It was as expected; they ask you what you wanbotindhe future, then we tell
them. But they don’t seem to understand our problérhere are so many children who
came from the street. They need a lot of counsebug they don’t get any counseling,
they just directly enter to the centre, meet whié other children there, they start sharing
many things, then they leave the centre with bett#r of stealing and dong other illegal
things....then they will come back with another otfen

We can see that how the unavailability afpar treatment of the children can make
the institution to be a centre for breeding traiaed more skilled children in committing crime.

So, after they go out from the centre, they wilnatback with other offence.

Case 8 who stayed for eighteen days saidtahe counseling services she got to be
more of intimidation. In her own words, “If you dbis again you are going to be sent to
Kaliti...the guy used to work in the office...” Case 2 was mperested in the counseling

services: he thinks that the counseling is notcéiffe in bringing about behavioral change.

Three of the respondents also said that tloeyt have a good relationship with the
counselors and the caregivers; and they also $witl they are experiencing inappropriate
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disciplinary measures and verbal abuse. Casel ‘agte are some counselors and caregivers
who insult them. He is especially not in good rielaghip with one of the counselors who insult
him repeatedly with degrading words. Case2 has gelationship with most of the caregivers
and other staff, but he said that there are somegseers who insult him by sayintieba”
(thief). Case 9 had been beaten by one of the etanssbecause of complaints from other

children.

Disciplinary measures in the center wer® dle other factors mentioned by the
respondents that affect their relations with thenselors and the caregivers. When they were
asked about the disciplinary measures that arentakethem in the center, heavy physical
exercise and sometimes beating as disciplinary unesi$n the center were reported. Case 1 who

is in the centre for the third time and stayed fifoor to five months said that:

| am not in a good relation with one caregiver. Whee beats you, he never
knows which parts of the body he should beat yaiidHalways in bad temper. He has a
green thick electric wire, and he beats us withlé@.once kicked one child and cut off his
ear. One day he heard shouting in the room anghéeenl the door and entered the room.
There was one child standing in front of him, hethe child on this head with the
padlock on his hand, and the child bled so much.aleost crushed his head. His
punishment is so wild... even we complained to th&cefabout him but nothing
happened. He said that nobody will take any measgnrkim, and he keeps beating us.
He is making everybody not to be rehabilitated sTthing should not happen... we don't
complain anymore, no difference.

Since he exercised the same treatment fignfather before he escaped from him,
he was very disappointed with the caregiver’s tneait; he also kept saying: | am tired of being
beaten: It seems that he is traumatic with bedtiog his father and when he witnessed such

kind of treatments in the rehabilitation center¢hisnce of being rehabilitated decreased.

The other institutional factor that maydezhildren to have awful experience in the

center that made the place not favorable for pasithange is their relationship with the other
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children who entered prior to them. Five of thepmxlents said that they didn’'t have good
relation with the children in the center in theisf incarceration. Of those who had bad relation
with the children, four of them suffered a physighlise by the inmates. Case 4, who stayed only
for eight days in his first incarceration, was le@aby another child with a wood timber by
locking him in the toilet. He was wounded in di#fat part of his body, especially on his head.
They also stole his soap that was given by theecamtd his clothes too. Case 2, Case 5 and Case
3 were also beaten in their first entrance to téeter by the children. Case 9 has also bad

relationship with the other children in the cenBle explained:

The kids were not good. If they hate you once, thilynot leave you alone, they
blame you for every wrong thing and try their bestreate conflict between you and the
caregivers, and then they will laugh at you when e punished. They will provoke me
to fight with them and they will make me punished.

Concerning experience sharing in the ceateong inmate children, Case 2 thinks,
as there are children who come to be rehabilitatezte are also children who learn to be the
worst offenders because they learn from each &hetperience.” They talk about things like
their past life, what they were doing. And the otblild who is listening to their conversation
will be motivated to do what the other did.” Casaldo said that the children in the center talk
about their experience like “one may say, | canre hecause of using illicit drug, when | go out
I will do Dukita(type of theft)... everybody is interested in papating in this kind of

discussion.”

As to substance, Case 4 said the following:

Some of them use ganja and cigarette being hidden ¢aregivers and the other
responsible people. There are children whom th#yteanagn’ and who are trusted even
to go outside the center's compound for differentppses. They bring cigarettes and
other substances from outside.
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Case 1 who is one of tteemagrithe trusted’ said that he still smokes while hénis

the centre though the amount is little.

Institutional Services and Programs

Addis Ababa Remand Home is now under thdi®\dbaba Women and Children
Affairs Bureau. The objective of the institution ts rehabilitate children who come into the
center by the order of the court. In this sectibthe study, | will present findings in consonance
with the capability of the Centre in meeting itgeaive of rehabilitating the children so that

they will not be in conflict with the law again.

According to the coordinator of the centtee institution runs four basic program
components. These are the formal education, thatiwo@l training, the counseling service, and
the entertainment program. Besides these basicrggmrogcomponents, the centre provides
different services like health treatment, food ahelter, library, taking the children to courts,
and parental visit twice a week and other day tps#avices. The counseling services that exist
in the centre are both group counseling and indadidounseling as the coordinator reported it.
There is an elementary school, which offers foreducation. The vocational trainings include
woodwork, metalwork, carpet makirfgigaja),and embroidery. The entertainment programs are

usually held on holydays.

When | look at the staff composition of dentre, the plan shows there is a need to
have 64 staffs of different qualifications and capes. However, currently, there are 49 staff
members working in the centre that means therd@areacant positions that need to be filled. Of
the existing staff members, only 5 of them havestfidegree one in management, two in

sociology, and two in psychology. Four of themwaoeking as counselors in the centre and have
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limited experience in the field. There are alsad&fsmembers who are diploma graduates, the
remaining staff members are 10+2 complete and beltw existing staff members whose day-
to-day activities are directly related with childrdo not have adequate trainings, which can help

them to work with children who passed through @rading life circumstances.

Challenges of the centre to rehabilitagedhildren are multifaceted and interrelated.
According to one of the staff key informants whahe program coordinator of the centre, the
centre is full of challenges. According to the vieWwthe coordinator 5% can be accounted for

their success and the remaining 95% for their failu

As one of the informants who is workingaasaregiver in the centre stated that the
buildings of the centre are very conducive to escape number of rooms was mentioned by the
informants as a challenge to rehabilitate childfiérere are only three rooms, the two are for the
boys and one is for the girls. This is a challebgeause the children who come at one time
could be from 80-150 children, so, it is difficédir the institution to divide them in their offence
type, number of times incarcerated age group asasghose who are convicted and those who
are in court proceeding. Because of this, the odrldare learning different techniques and skills

of stealing and other forms of offense from theates in the centre. The coordinator said:

They are locked in the same room, whether s/hedisrll7. So, what do you
expect? They will share each other’s differentlskilf one knows only how to steal a
mobile from pocket, he will learn here how to rob@use... then they will be released
from the centre learning more skills. Not to makes tthing happen, they have to be
placed in different rooms according to their offertgpe to reduce the influence. But to
do this we don’t have the capacity.

The very one service that is availablehi@ institution is counseling. According to
one of the key informants who is the coordinatortiod institution, there are two kind of

counseling that are given to the children, groug edividual counseling. He said that to give
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these services in proper manner the resourcesatbaivailable restrict us. There are only four
counselors. This mean if there are, for examplecl®i@ren on average in the institution at a
time, the ratio of the counselors to the childreil lae 1:18. Besides the counselors who are
working in the centre currently are with minimalpexience and their fields of study are not
directly related to counseling, like sociology amdnagement, so the counseling service is not
effective. Only the two counselors are fresh gréelu&rom psychology department and have less
experience. The most surprising thing is that seiszice was not being given for the last seven
years in the centre. Counseling services werertedtan 2009 again. The interest of children to
get counseling services is not encouraging, astleedinator explained. The centre also lacks
special service for those children who are additbetifferent substances. The coordinator of the

centre said:

This is also related to the capacity and resoufcth® centre. We know that
children with addictions need special treatment weatdon’'t have professional for the
same. We will just tell them not to smoke again..hatvwe can do is forbidding them
not to smoke or take any drug... these make the refmiltb try to escape from here or
show aggressive behavior because they are demidtey stay in the centre for longer
period, they will probably forget it.

One of the key informants who participatedhe study was a caregiver for girls.
She mentioned how she tries to help girls with etitah. “There are girls with heavy addictions;
they sit the whole day and feeling bored. | helpsthchildren to engage in different activities
such as washing their clothes, their body and ntlaéie hair. Their engagements in these kinds
of activities help them to forget their addictionliat on temporary basis.” The problem of lack
of adequate counseling services is more seriousHitdren who are repetitively becoming in
conflict with the law. These children need cargfydllanned services since they need more

treatment than those who become offenders foritbtetime.
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The major problem of the institution is lgat constraints. This paucity of budget
aggravates the level of other challenges that éxigte centre. Because of this, for example, the
vocational training machines and the building oé tivorkshop are not repaired and not
functioning well. The food that the children eat¢carding to one of the key informant, is always
the same and with low nutritional quality. As thesult, there is complaint about the quality of
the food by children and is making them hate thearenment. This might make the children not

to be rehabilitated since things are not favoradlgem.

The institution also lacks the basic progreomponent that is reintegration and
reunification program because of different reasiocfiding, manpower, budget, vehicles, and

other logistics. The program coordinator of theteesummarized the capacity gap as follows:

We don’t have the resources for the same. We kiaw some of the children
want to go back to their place of origin. Of coyrdeere are some attempts made by the
social unit of the court on this (reintegrationyt lthis centre is supposed to render the
service... and we have the information that the serwas available before some years,
there was even follow ups after the children ateased. But now, we don’'t have the
resource needed for that. We have one car. Therenany activities such as taking
children to court... to hospital... for office dutiesand so on. Where can this single
vehicle go? So, the existing resource doesn’'t ahoy motivate us for extra work. The
counselors who are working in the centre are nough in terms of number to go out
from here and help the children to reintegrate whikir parents and families. Since there
are a lot of works to be covered by the small nundfevorkers, there is no adequate
time as well as the capacity to perform these aatectivities.

He also added how this negatively affelseschildren who become in conflict with

the law repeatedly:

As | explained earlier, there are a lot of problemghe institution. After one
child is given the necessary services that ardablaiin the centre, then the question of
child’s destination after release from the centwenes by. In the majority of the cases,
they go either to the street or to their disrugtedily. There is no any follow-up made
after children leave the centre. These challengklren to commit repetitive crimes
despite they get detained in the centre more tmme.oWhat we are doing here as the
Ambharic saying igtatbochikg. After we cleanse up the dirt from them we p@nthback
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to that dirt again, then they comeback with another For example those children who
come from the street, whether they are rehabititatenot they go back to the street...

EXPERIENCE AND PERCEPTION OF CHILDREN

Children face challenges in the institutiafter their release and in their repetitive
incarcerations. Children have also perceived futdnallenge hinder them from being changed
positively. The challenges that some of the childiexe in their first stay is mostly related to the
physical abuses that are inflicted by their ownrpeenates. The most common challenge that
participants face after they are released fronc#rdre is financial constraint for their survival.
Case 2, Case 3, Case 4 and Case 6 mentioned shoftagpney as the main challenge they face

upon their release.

Participants, especially those who wenkltactheir home after their release, were
challenged by the perception that the communitytbadrds them. Case 8, Case 9 and Case 10
were challenged with the labeling and the rejectisely encountered from the people in the
neighborhood. Other three participants mentionedpibssible rejection by their parents as the

main challenge to go back home after their firktase.

The challenges perceived by the particpaad their threat to future positive
behavioral changes include peer influence, substase, low school performance, labeling in
the society and school, and lack of welcoming pateffor Case 5, Case 8, and Case 10 their
friends are the threat for future changes. CasadB“d# my friends don’t want me to change, if
they keep asking me to go where ever they gogl tisk me over and over to do what we used
to do, my mind may start to incline to them. Thieeyt can lead me to the worst things.” Case 10
also said that it is only her friends whom she wesriabout that can be the source of her future

challenge to change. Among the respondents whaliffeeent substances, Case 1, Case 2, and
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Case 7 mentioned their addiction as a future thteathange so that they can their formal
education as other children do. Case 7 who hasrdbauof addictions said “when | think about
why | am not going to school, my addiction will certo my mind, what | am going to do with

my addiction? Then | fall in a dilemma.”

Case 1 also has a fear that his addictitiraffect his future life. “Since | smoke, |
feel that | may not understand what | learn at stHéven if | managed to go back to my parents
in Welayta,they would not accept me as such; we will not hgwed relation because of my
addiction.” We can see from the two participants gddiction might affect the children’s future
change in every aspect of their life including thedlucation and their chance to live with their
parents. For Case 9, the future challenge to changer low school performance and fear of
going back to the same school environment thateddeer as a thief. She said: “My problem is,

I am not good at school, and | don’t understandtwhay teach us.” She also added that the
threat she has in the school environment “I waskihg like... ‘Am | going to go back to the
same school that will call me a thief?’ So, | jusint to change school and learn where nobody
knows about my deeds. And | will meet with new dedeiend who can help me understand
what we learn.... This is what | am thinking.” Fronage 9’s story we can learn how labeling
can affect children’s future change for better. géghlike Case 6 and Case 3 mentioned as a
future challenge to be lack of welcoming parentseyfwant to go back to their home but they

have a fear that their parents will not be willboghave room for them.

Based on the different challenges the ohildfaced in their life and in their
incarceration, they perceived their life and tHeing in conflict with the law the first time as
follow. Case 2 has no good perception about his fienHe expresses how his relation with

other children put him to be in a bad feeling. “dsvshocked... | was terrified, like, when the
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children beat me, you know, | feel bad. | was skedck | felt like | was in hell.” Others
promised to themselves that they will not do amghivrong again lest they come back to the
centre. Some of them perceived themselves as arsamdl cursed. Case 9, Case 10, Case 8 and

Case 1 are in this category.

The participants’ perception in time ofithi@st release also varies. Eight of them
were thinking that they are changed and think tihey will never involve in such activates. Two
of the participants on the other hand were thinlabgut how they will carry on their deeds but
with safe way, that is in a way that they will @ caught again. Among the respondents, Case 2
and Case 1 perceived themselves that they arehaoged a bit at the time release. Case 1 was
not thinking anything in his first release but hetsecond release he stated to think of changing

his strategies so that he will not be caught agéte. same was true to Case 2. He explains:

When | was released from my incarceration, | ledrolm my mistake. | was
thinking that | would not be caught again. Whatdmis, | took a lesson from the mistake
that put me in jail. | also regret because | dids@tze money to pay for bail; the court
asked me 900 birr bail and | was not able to papaWwvas in my mind when | was
released was what kind of things | should do tmaée me to save money so that | can
pay for bail in case | am caught while | am engagdtie same activities.

The remaining eight respondents, excepteCd} were thinking that they were
changed at the time of their release. Case 10 ghimkt she will be changed in the future, not
now. The perception of participants as to why thwye respectively in conflict with the law
differs. Case 1, who is his third time in the cenferceives his being repetitively in conflict
with the law as a result of his being cursed. H® dhinks that this is something he cannot do

anything about. He further tries to express his@gation saying:

I was looking after the cattle and some old pemsas sitting and eating bread. |
was very little at that time; | took the bread frdms hand and ran. Then he cursed me.
Eh... when he cursed me | felt pain in my chest wes swelling every day. | was going
to die; | got better by drinking milk daily. Theveas another person who could reverse
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the curse. But he asked a lot of money which miyefiatould not afford and then we left
it. From that day on ward | started stealing from father and ....... [A long brooding
silence]

He deeply believes that his current lifedraes as such because of this curse and he
also believes that this cannot be changed. Thid éfrperception might have contribution for his
not being positively changed in his two incarcenasi. Case 9 who was in the centre for 18 days
in her first incarceration perceives that her seddocarceration is because of her hand’s habit. “I
am praying that God should amputate my hands andve the idea of stealing from my mind,
and help me only to focus on my education.” Herepts also perceive that her problem is
related to her hands. She said, “My mother tookane church and got my hands baptized so
that | will stop stealing.” But | start stealinggain with my friends.” She might have developed
this perception from her other’'s action. Her faths also advising her upon her first release

that the thing she did is a sin and so she sheylent.’

Case 8 perceives that her being in theredatadvantageous for her parents. “Of
course | felt shocked when | was brought here.\&utn they gave us clothes, shoes and other
things, | thought that the burden of my family wasluced.” She also has the perception that
stealing has addiction, “It will become habit. Likeyou will have money and when you have it
you will buy anything you want and you will buy gawelries and so on. But when you want to
buy these things having no money ... you know... yal ¥ery bad.” Case 10 felt regretted for
everything she did, and she was also afraid ot#regivers’ perception when they saw her for
the second time. Case 5’s perception was “| fdaased and | decided not to go back to my
friends because they will make me do it again.ll ga to different place ... far away... | will go
to Nazareth, then | work in small shop there... thathat | am thinking.” Case 6 was thinking

in his re-incarceration about the length of hiyske worries how he will finish the two years in
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the centre. He also blames himself for everythimeg happened in his life including his being
repetitively in conflict with the law. Case 1 ali®t when he was incarcerated for the third time
that it is west of time to continue like this. Sowfethe respondents also think that they cannot
achieve anything. Case 2 said “I think that | cardmanything to make my life better. | hate to
work and | also hate going to school. | am notriedeed in these things. | am sure that if | start
school again, I will drop it sometimes... only if Ggives me my own business, things could be
good.” This kind of perception to himself, not abtdewvork and not able to learn because he hates
both things, would probably have contribution fag heing repetitively in conflict with the law
because he hates the legitimate means (school goyment), but what he is looking for is for
shortcuts so that he will have his own businesss Hgainst the assumption of strain theory,
which explains children’s being in conflict withgHaw is the result of not having legitimate
means like school or employment that children comanme (Gullotta, Admas&Montemayor,
1998). Therefore peer influence is more reflectadhcs case, which is explained by social

learning theory.

Case 3's perception towards himself is tiatis considering himself as a person
who is rejected and not important since his mothdrthat to him. When he thinks about the
future, he feels hopeless. And when he thinks abh@utormer friends, he feels so jealous. He

voices this as:

| feel very sad. | always think what my life wilebn the future, what kind of life
I will have. Am | going to grow up in the streetdalive in the street? | will never go back
to my mother, not by any reason ... my friends whowas learning together are now in
9™ grade. When | think about them, | regret very mten | feel so, | will tell myself
none of it was my fault. | should have regrettetihfd left the house with my own will.
So where could | dwell so that | will pursue myrl@ag? That is the question. So, | don’t
have to regret.
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CHAPTER FIVE: DISCUSSION
The major findings of this study are dismd in this chapter on the basis of

different theories and literatures reviewed for saene. The major findings are classified into
three major parts, the first part deals with thédcan’s first conflict with the law; the second
part discusses the contributing factors to ther thecoming in conflict with the law in a repeated
manner or factors for recidivism; the final partafewith the experience and perception of
children on their being in conflict with the lawpesatedly. Discussing the first factors for their
being in conflict with the law is important becaubkey lay the foundation for the recidivism of

children.

CONTRIBUTING FACTORS FOR CHILDREN IN CONFLICT WITH THE LAW

Previous researchers who conducted diffestmdies on the subject agree that
factors such as family, peer, neighborhood, and @huse are the major factors that contribute
for children to be in conflict with the law (Stodda 2001; Mbuba, 2004; Keith, 2002). These

factors are also reflected in the current study.

Family Factors

In this study different family factors wenedentified including family poverty,
family breakdown or disruption, poor parental cohtharsh disciplinary measures, labor abuse,
and lack of parental love and neglect. These agentbst commonly reported factors. These
actors are so interwoven and interrelated thatpemson might suffer from more than one family
factor. The economic condition of a family might taken as a main factor. Besides this, a child

may also suffer from poor disciplinary measuresk laf parental love and affection.
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Low socioeconomic condition is mentionedrany researches to have contribution
on children to be in conflict with the law (GullaitAdams &Montemayor, 1998). Poverty is the
driving force that involves people in differenteijal activities in order to survive. As strain
theory clearly stated, children who are from lowrmmic status are more prone to get involved

in crime since they do not have legitimate mearegtmn their needs (Thio,2001).

Family breakdown is one of the elementd ttam be noted from these research
findings as one of the contributing factors forldten to become in conflict with the law.
Parental death, imprisonment, and divorce were agmibre family disruptions that were
mentioned by the study participants. These factarght have contributions to children’s
involvement in illegal activities because the cohaind the supervision they get from guardians
are limited or will not be as equal as that of plaeent’s supervision. Parental death is also noted
to be one of the factors for low economic conditminchildren since parents who generate
income have passed away. This, in turn, will lelaeint to be vulnerable to get involved in

different illegal activities to support themselves.

Children who have parent but who are naipprly controlled and supervised are
also prone to get involved in crime activities. @bcontrol theorists state that individuals are
prevented from engaging in criminal activities I tsocial bonds they are in; and one of the
bonds is family, which serves as external conthMggi& Cheung, 2005). If a family fails to

control and supervise a child, the child may endhupvolving illegal activities.

But control does not mean corporal/physmatishment, which makes a child get
frustrated and run away from home to escape th&hlgtuation; or makes the child to develop

aggressive behavior. Poor disciplinary measurenasob the family factors that leads children to
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be in conflict with the law was confirmed in margsearches (Stoddard, 2001; Mbuba, 2004;
Keith, 2002). After running away, children will engh on the streets, the result of which may be

either to get involved in begging or stealing omndaboth.

Labor abuse or workload in the family isablnother factor identified as one of the
factors, which contribute for the child’s involventdn illegal acts. The workload that a child
has at home is noted to affect the child’s healbind@ion, socialization, and educational
achievements. This may lead the child to staresiife. Due to lack of other options to survive,

the child may enter into criminal activities.

Peer Influence

Peer influence is another major factor teats children to be in conflict with the
law. The participants reported that they startechtolve in illegal acts such as stealing by the
pressures from their friends. The pressure incledesincing them as if stealing is a rational act
to those who lack support from parents. Friends atsnvince new comers to the street that
through stealing it is possible to support oneséie participants also reported that their friends
are the ones who have showed them how to steal,tbguickpocket or break into people’s
house, the suitable time and place for the crinteaad so on. According to social learning
theory, learning criminal behavior involves not ytihe art or techniques of committing crime
but also motives, drives, rationalization and adi#s that are favorable to commit crime (Ngai&

Cheung, 2005).

The time and place of interaction with ffigls matter for children’s involvement in
crime and anti-social acts. Participants of theentrstudy have reported that they meet their

friends in desperate times such as when they dgeta job, starve or look for food in the street
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and run away from home and wander around. Theyra|sarted how their friends showed them
generosity in that critical time in life. Time ofaating might matter because during these times
their friends are filling the gaps created by thpairents or guardians. Getting a person who takes
care of them was important thing for the childreo their involvement with the friends may not

have a limit.

Participants’ friends being older than pgrants themselves were also noted as
important to develop new behavior. The age diffeeemight indicate that these friends have
better experience and skill in committing crime. t8e influence that can be created by such
friends seems to be high. However, it does not ntieainpeers who are in the same age category
do not influence each other’s behavior, but theuarice might not be as those who have friends
older than their age. But what makes them simiathat all of them believe that their friends

have influence on their involvement in criminaligities.

It was also reported in this study thaerds’ influence is not limited to children’s
involvement in criminal activities but also extedde the use of different substances IKeat,
Cigarette, marijuana (ganja), and inhalarfteastish. When they join friends who use
substances, they are invited to take some substamteéch may lead them to addiction. As
Gullotta, Adams &Montemayor (1998) affirmed it; peseibstance use is one of the predictors of

substance use among adolescents.

School Factors

School is another part of child’s life thptays a major role in behavioral
development of a child (Silphiphat, 2007). In tktsidy low school motivation and academic

performance as well as the school environment wagatified to be factors that have some
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contributions for children’s being in conflict witthe law. Findings of the current study
coincides with the findings mentioned by MbubaQ2)) Keith (2002) and Silphiphat (2007)
which confirm that low school motivation and perfance can lead a child to be in conflict with
the law. But there were participants who had gatitlde toward their schooling but had low
performance. The reason identified as a factoh&sing low school performance for those who
have positive attitude to school was workload imithome. This finding was supported by
another study conducted in Addis Ababa among wgrkinildren who were found to be low

academic performer (Alegnta, 2007)

Truancy was another issue noted in theystioat might considerably contribute for
the children’s becoming in conflict with the lawfté escaping from school, children meet their
friends who have influence on their behavior andy revolve in illegal activities such as
stealing and substance use. Garry (1996, p.1l) fautdhat truancy is “a stepping stone” to
children’s involvement in criminal activity. Accardy to social control theory, individuals are
prevented from involving in criminal activities ltlge social bonds they are in (Ngai& Cheung,
2005). However, participants of the current study mot have strong connection with their

schools, which may help as a strong bonding ceatprevent criminal activities.

Community and Neighborhood Factors

As it was reported by the participants, tafsthem resided in crowded parts of
Addis Ababa city such as the market places, busstand others. It seems that there are some
areas in the city that are very conducive for ceidto be involved in criminal activities. This is
also supported by Gullotta, Adams &Montemayor ()9880 stated that with specific urban

areas, there is a different rate of involvementtoldren in illegal acts.
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Informal sanctions by the community wersoafound to be one of the factors in
children’s becoming in conflict with the law. Paigants were not as such available to be
sanctioned by informal community sanctions likeigieh and religious activities. Informal
sanctions have some controlling effect in peopb&bkavior (Nagi& Cheung, 2005). Participants
of this study also reported that they have lowrggeto participate in religious activities. They
reported that they used to participate but aftartisy street life, they stopped. Hence the
possibility of informal sanctions to discourageldfen from involving in conflict with the law
has been low for children especially for those wilgve on the streets, since they were no longer
available as permanent residents of their formadential area, where there are such community

sanctions.

FACTORS AFFECTING CHILDREN’S BECOMING REPEATEDLY IN CONFLICT
WITH THE LAW

Family Factors

Family factors that are mentioned as resgonthe first involvement in crime also
serve as the base for further involvement of childin illegal activities. Participants reported
that after release from their first incarceratiparticipants who were with their family prior to
their detention went back to their previous fanaihd those who were on the streets went back to
the street life. That means there is high probigtitat children who go back to the street as well
as to their family may encounter the same probleat previously influenced their criminal
activities. For those who went back home, the sk®e control and supervision by the parents
may continue. The loose parental control and sugiervwas the reason for their first being in

conflict with the law and it also continued to be reason for second, third, and more.
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Street Life

Basically what leads children to stree¢ li¢ related to their family factors. Once
children are forced to live in the streets, it mes a contributing factor for their involvement in
illegal activities in a repetitive manner. The papant children mentioned that lack of money
and skill to be the main reason for their involvemi crime when they live on street. This
finding is in consonance with strain theory thattes$ that when there is no legitimate means like
skill and education to earn income to fulfill thereeds, children will divert to illegitimate means
to acquire the basic necessities for their lifell@ta, Adams &Montemayor, 1998). Having no
money, education, and skill make life on the strekfficult and excruciating. So children will
involve in crime even though they know their acpisiishable and even after they pass through

confinement. This is because it is a matter ofisahfor them.

Peer Influence

All participant children of this study rajed their previous friends who in the first
place led them to be in conflict with the law. Ada body of research has persistently linked
peer influence to patterned delinquent behaviorubé&Grenier, 2008). For those participants
who were from the streets, their going back to jewv friends is a predestined fact since they do
not have another option. So the influence fromrtipeevious friends with whom they have

rejoined would continue.

Substance Abuse

As it is reported by the participants wise wlifferent substances, their substance use
contributed a lot in their being in conflict withe law for repetitive times. Need for money to
buy the drug is one reason mentioned for involvanrearime than being under the influence of
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substances and committing crime. Siegel & Welsl0%2(.247) also stated that “drug users may

also commit crimes to pay for their habits.”

Community and Neighborhood actors

One of the factors identified in the chddis becoming repetitively in conflict with
the law is related to the problem of reintegratiath the community after being released from
the Remand Home. Participants who returned hometlynasentioned the labeling, the
detestation, and rejection they faced after incatm:n and how hostile that situation was for
them to reintegrate and live a positive life in temmunity. People were pointing their fingers
and called therileba! Leba” (Thief! Thief!). This finding is consistent witthe assumption of
labeling theory. The theory asserts that labeliagses secondary and recurrent involvement in
criminal acts (Thio, 2001). Labeling children‘sa’ (thief), or being considered as a disgrace
to the family by the community members, did notegithe participant children the chance to
rehabilitate. This shows how caring and positiviguate from community members is very

important for children rehabilitation after theegsing through incarceration.

School Factors

Low academic performance, weak bonds todchow school motivation, truancy,
and poor disciplinary measures in school are thestmre@quently mentioned school related
factors both for first time and repetitive confliatith the law (Keith, 2002; Silphiphat, 2007). In
the current study participants have reported thay thave low performance, low motivation,
high truancy, and improper disciplinary measurefaators leading them to be in conflict with

the law in repetitive manner.
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Institutional Factors

The institutional factors that particip@hildren reported as reasons for their second
and third incarceration were mostly related witleithlength of stay during their first
incarceration; the type of treatment they got; riationship they had with the counselors, care
givers and staff; the disciplinary measures of itigitute; and the relationship with the other

children incarcerated in the center including eigrere sharing and drug use within the center.

Even though the issue of the length of stayhe remand home as a factor for
recidivism is datable (Lin &Lieb, 1993), what tharpicipants in this study have reported is that
shorter stay encouraged their further involveméntsriminal behavior. One of them states that
“if it is so easy, | will not be afraid to make dher theft or pick pocketing.” However what
matters from my point of view is not the lengthstdly but the type of treatment service that they

get in the centre that helps them to change tbé¢fter.

As to the counseling, the participants sHidy could not be considered as
counseling as such since it was full of wishes,gssgons, intimidation, and unfulfilled
promises. Moreover, there is no special attentmmstreet children to address their pressing
needs. Lack of proper treatments like counseling @imer services were evidenced from the
participant’s report that it might contribute toeihrecurrent conflict with the law. Besides,
participants reported that they do not have a getadionship with the counselors and caregivers
because some of the counselors and caregivers theoh and beat them. Since the participant
children suffered a lot from physical abuse alreadlicted by their parents and guardians, when
they face problems in the rehabilitation centreilsimo that of the problems they encountered in

the dysfunctional family setting, their chance efrlg rehabilitated seems to be endangered. The
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practices observed in the rehabilitation centre aggainst United Nations Standard Minimum
Rules for the Administration of Juvenile Justic&{& Beijing Rules”) that Ethiopia has ratified
which forbids corporal punishment (The Beijing Rul®85). As a result of such maltreatment,
children may develop unfriendly behavior towards tounselors. This in turn may put children
to develop negative perception on the counselingices rendered in the center. The will
develop resentment towards the counselors, asetudt of which they may not accept anything

that is given to them in terms of advice or couinggl

Unpleasant environment and interactiontextisong children during their stay in the
Remand Home. This was manifested in various wals. farticipants reported that they have
learnt different skills of committing crimes fromheir own peers. As some literatures
documented, the negative impact of incarceratiadhas during imprisonment, inmates learn the

norms of the antisocial subculture from other matake center (Lin &Lieb, 1993).

EXPERIENCE AND PERCEPTION OF CHILDREN

This section discusses the perception aeasvof children about their being in
conflict with the law more than once. As the fingsnindicate, children faced challenges in the
institution, after their release and in their répet incarcerations. Children have also anticigate

that future challenges may hinder them from beimgnged positively.

The Challenges

In their first incarceration, participaméported that they encountered physical abuse
from their fellow mates who were incarcerated earliAfter release, children have money
constraints to support themselves, especially tlvase are from the streets. They have also

experienced labeling when they go back to their dfn@md community they live in. the stigma
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they encountered because of their being in conflitlt the law has a significant impact on their
perception towards themselves and their subsedoeolvement in illegal acts which is also

confirmed by the theory of labeling (Thio, 2001).

Participants also reported that their peeifuture challenges have an impact on
their positive changes. Such challenges include p&®ience, substance use, low school
performance, labeling in the community and at sthaxd absence of welcoming parents. The
future challenges that are perceived by the ppgids are the challenges that they faced before
and are the factors that led them to be in conflith the law during their previous incarceration
and their current incarceration. These perceiveall@nges to change may also lead them to

further involvement in criminal activities if thedo not get appropriate treatment at this point.

Perception about Their Repetitive Conflict with theLaw

The perception about their being repetiyiie conflict with the law also varies
from one participant to another. One of them pe&esthis being in conflict with the law as to be
the result of his being cursed by an old man asd #iought that he cannot do anything about
his situation. Others perceived themselves as mnag they were called so by their parents.
These perceptions are more related to the thintkiagexisted in the middle age Europe, where
misbehavior was assumed to be the result of wigfhcpossession by the devil, or a similar
contract with the evil-spiritual world, which atishtime do not have much acceptance (Blake &
Holland, 1971). So, since the family perceives pheblem to be spiritual, the problem to be
spiritual, the solution they were seeking was gmtiinstead of controlling and supervising their

children in an objective manner.
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One participant perceives her being incateel repetitively as an advantage to her
family since they will not buy her shoes and clathieshe is in the centre. This shows the
financial problems of her family. She also thinkattstealing is an addiction or a habit that is
very hard to quit. This kind of perception probalijluenced her to maintain her stealing

behavior as part of her life.

Generally, participants reported that thmgrception towards their life is negative
which includes that they are unable to be changmsitipely, for they are being rejected and
considered as unimportant; and are feeling hopeldssse kinds of negative perceptions may

affect recidivism of the participants in the future
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CHAPTER SIX: CONCLUSIONS AND IMPLICATIONS

This study explored different factors theat children to be in conflict with the law
for their first as well as repeated incarceratidnalso tried to examine the intuitional capacity
the Addis Ababa Remand Home in rehabilitating cleitdnot to involve in crime over and over

again. It also explored the different perceptidreg thildren have towards themselves.

Children’s involvement in criminal actives in cyclical manner may imply that
children may continue engaging in crime even winey grow into adulthood. This would be an
undesirable both for individual her/himself as wiell the community at large. Hence great deal

of emphasis should be given to the issue of childrbeing in conflict with the law repeatedly,

Participants encountered not only one molihat led them to their present life, but
also consecutive and subsequent factors that ke to be in conflict with the law. In other
words, it is not a single factor that leads chitdte be repeatedly in conflict with the law but a
sum of different factors. For example, a child vidvaot supervised and controlled by his parents
will have a chance to meet with friends who infloerher/him in a negative way. In another
scenario, a child who suffers from harsh discipfm@easures may run away to escape the harsh
environment and go to the streets which then ldsthim to be in a difficult situation to
survive. This in turn leads the child to involve eénme acts in order to get something for

survival.

As the current study documents, (1) farfalgtor such as low socioeconomic status,
family breakdown including parental death and dieo harsh punishment, loose supervision
and control; (2) peer influence such as initiataoxd pressurization; friends’ age difference or

similarity and the time a friendship is establishady affect the behavior of the child. Other
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factors that lead children to be in conflict witiretlaw as this study reported include (3) school
factors such as low motivation and performance @l & school environment and low control
mechanism on truancy; (4) community and neighbadHactors such as their way of life near to
market places and crowded areas are parts of tieg mvad the most important challenges that
lead children to be in conflict with the law. It svalso found that these factors serve as bases for
children’s further involvement in criminal activas. In addition to these, substance abuse, street
life, and intuitional disorganization are identdi@s contributing factors for children’s being in
conflict with the law. The unavailability of prope&ounseling and other treatments such as
substance treatment, reintegration and reunifinglimgrams, and poor disciplinary measures in

the Remand Home make the institution ineffectivesimabilitating the children.

The major perceptions of participants’ abteir own repetitive conflict with the
law include being cursed, sinner, and addictedt¢aling and false advantage to the family.
From my point of view, these kinds of perceptiorsyrhinder them from being rehabilitated and
lead a positive and fruitful life. Hence, they welhter into a repetitive circle of crime as a resul

of which they may continue indulging in crime evenheir adulthood.

Social Work Implications

The contexts of social work practices dterobelieved to be complex, demanding,
and always challenging. The phenomena of childrbeiag in conflict with the law are one of
these complexes, demanding and challenging sitgtioat social workers in Ethiopia should
deal with. As it is shown in this study, childrereaa product of their social and physical
environments including their family, neighborhooftiends, and school. This calls for

interventions, which will address the different ttas that the child is affected by. As it is
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known, “social workers, regardless of setting arclion, tend to view the person-and-situation
(PAS), person-in environment (PIE), or person-issitigation as the basic unit of attention”,
since the focus of the social work profession is ardy on the individual client, they involve

other people or other social systems in the helgngcess (Cournoyer, 2005, p.1). The
involvement of family, friends, school, and neightbmod in the rehabilitation of the child might

help her/him not to be repeatedly in conflict witie law.

The institution also lacks the due attamtwf different government as well as
nongovernmental organizations including religiougamizations. Since one of the social work
skills is providing inter-organizational liaison rgees, social workers participation in this
institution is very fundamental. As the childrenymeeed different treatments and service that
the intuition is not providing, these services cobé found in other places, so the social worker
might refer such cases to the appropriate placgidBs, the children have needs for psychosocial
support during their stay in as well as after reéetom the Remand Home. Social workers are
also important in this centre to work with famili€hildren may not have good relationship with
their parents (conflict with parents): thus soei@rkers can help them to resolve their conflicts

in a peaceful manner so that the child will getdappropriate support from his family.

Policy Implications

- Since poverty is found to be a major reason forcthilren’s involvement
in different illegal activities, policies concerginmproving family economic conditions

should be developed.

- Legal frameworks that prohibit children’s maltreatmh including abuse

should be implemented throughout the country sottiechildren will not be forced to
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leave their family because of such maltreatmentlandulnerable to risky situations that

lead to involvement in different criminal activisie

- Policies that focus on truancy and dropouts conawod guidelines for

appropriate disciplinary measures in schools shbaldlso devised and implemented.

- Since absence of shelter and other forms of digeafisement intensify
the risk of young people offending and re-offenditige government should have a
policy on giving shelter for these children as wasl working on reintegrating children
with families including extended families so thheir well-being cannot be threatened

and they will not be involved in crime activities.

- The government should give due attention to Rentdache by hiring
qualified personnel like social workers, counselgpecial need professionals as well as

lawyer; and allocating appropriate budget for thferent costs is also important.

- The government should coordinate different serpicesiders like mental
health hospitals, vocational training institutioas, well as formal educational intuitions
so that he children’s needs are met in holistic man Medical and psychological
assistance in particular are extremely importamt ifcarcerated young person with

problems of substance us.

- The government should encourage the participatiohN®Os, religious
organizations, and private sectors to work withRegnand Home so that he children are
rehabilitated and reintegrated into the commungywaell as with their family. The

government can encourage voluntary organizatiorm$ fnovide services for young

88



Children in conflict with the law

people by giving them support like formulating feable legislations for the participation

of such organizations.

- Government should give attention concerning congmsive policies and
strategies for the prevention of alcohol, drug, atiter substance abuse by children so

that the children will not enter into the circleafminal behavior.

Implications for Research

The issues of children who are in confligth the law in Ethiopian lack rigorous
and systematic study. The current study can sexgetake-off point to conduct further studies in
order to understand the complex contributing factbat lead children to get into conflict with

the law.
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APPENDICES
Appendix A: Guiding Questions

(Participant Children)

- Tell me about your family: your family structureckuas, are you living
with both parents or single parent, with step pa@nfoster parents or living in an
institution; what do your parents do for livingetinelation you have with your parents

and siblings how do your parents discipline you wyoar siblings.

- If you are living in an institution, tell me thelagonship you have with

the caregivers and how they discipline you.

- Tell me about your school performance, your refatiath teachers and

students.

- Can you tell me about your friends in the schoelghborhood, and even
in the remand home and your relationship with thékitat do you like to do with our

friends?

- Can you tell me how many times you are detainethis Centre, when
was the first time you entered in this center, tbason why you were here and the

experience you have in your stay? Tell me how yetevieeling about your detention.

- Tell me about your relation with the other childngho are in the centre

and the people working in the centre during yorst filetention

96



Children in conflict with the law

- Can you tell me what kind of treatments you haveeireed from the

centre?

- Tell me what happed after you are released froncémtre, how you felt
about your release, your family’s response to yelgase, and how they treated you after

that.

- Can you tell me your experience of going back egbhool after being in
the centre for some time? What was your classnatdgeachers response towards your

coming back?

- Tell me the challenges that you encountered atiar first release.

- Tell me about your relationship with your friendgea your release. Did

you continue your friendship with your previousefrds after your release?

- Can you tell me about your second entrance to éméec? What was the

reason for the second detention, and how do ybalelut it?

- Tell me the difference in your feeling and expeceibbetween your first

detention and the second or the third detention.

- Can you tell me what your opinion is about the fe®uWhat do you want
to be in the future and do you think you can achi@é? What do you think will be

hindrance for your accomplishment? So, how would rgspond to it?

- Tell me about yourself: your name where you aremfrojour age,

educational level, and your hobby, what you ddifong and other things about yourself.
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(For Counselor)

- Tell me about yourself, your educational backgrourydur work

experience in the centre, your position in the reent

- Tell me the positive working experience in the cent

- Tell me the challenges you have working as a cdangethis centre

- What are the major offences that are committechbychildren?

- What do you think are the main factors that leaddodn to become in

conflict with the law for the first time and forpeated times?

- Tell me about the different program components sexvices that are

available for the purpose of rehabilitating thelatan.

- Tell me about its effectiveness to bring permamdiainge in the children.

- Do you have special treatment or give special aitterior those repeated

offenders?

- Tell me the challenges that the institute has irrking towards the

rehabilitation of the children.

- The children who come here are from different baokgd, committing
different offences, with different addiction andve® other problems. So, they may need
different treatment services. How much do you thimg& centre provides these treatments

and services for the various needs of the children?
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- What kind of things do you work with the parentglglian of the

children?

(For Caregivers)

- Tell me about yourself, your work experience instimstitution, your

education, trainings you have taken, and so on.

- Tell me the main responsibilities you have as agiaer

- Tell me the positive experience that you have waykn the center

- Tell me the challenges you have working with thiédcan

What do you think are the most common factors tbatl these kids to
criminality/to be in conflict with the law for thérst time as well as the subsequent in

conflicts?

- How do you handle different discipline problemstiie centre? Not only
have you abutted he others also. And what kindsdfiglinary measures are taken in the

centre?

- Tell me about the positive changes that you seenvthe children leave

the place

- Do you think the kids leave the place rehabilitated

- What do you feel when you see kids coming back hedfending again?
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- Tell me about the programs and services that aagaéne for the purpose

of rehabilitating the children.

- Do you think the services in the institution areefive to bring change in

the lives of the children?

- What do you think should be done by parents, gowent, and this

institution to prevent the problem as well as toatalitate the children?

Appendix D: Participants’ Profile
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Names of Sex | Age | Religious Educational | Status of Place of | No.of | Type of

participants Background | Level Care Giver Origin Times | Offences

in
Prison

Case 1 M 14 Orthodox 1" grade Double Wolayita | 3 Robbery
parent onall

Case 2 M 15+ | Orthodox 7" grade Double Addis 2 Robbery
parent Ababa [Belbela]

Case 3 M 13 Orthodox 4" grade Single parent | Addis 2 Pick
because of Ababa pocketing,
divorce snatch

Case 4 M 15 Muslim 3™ grade Double Werabe | 2 Robbery
parent with [Gurage [Belbela]
health region]
problem

Case 5 M 15 Muslim 5t grade Guardian, Welele 3 Theft
grandmother | [Gurage

region]

Case 6 M 13 Muslim 1* grade Double Wolkite | 2 Robbery
parent [Gurage [Belbela]

region]

Case 7 F 15 Orthodox 7" grade Mother died | Addis 2 Theft and
and fatheris | Ababa battering
absent

Case 8 F 14 Orthodox 7" grade Double Addis 2 Pick
parent Ababa pocketing

Case 9 F 11 Orthodox 3™ grade Double Addis 2 Pick
parent Ababa pocketing

Case 10 F 13 Orthodox 6" grade Double Addis 2 Pick
orphan, lives | Ababa pocketing
with her
grandmother

Appendix D: Participants’ Profile
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INTRODUCTION

This study will explore the factors that contribute to the participant children’s
recidivism or repeated conflict with the law and their experience and perception
towards their being repeatedly in conflict with the law. The participant
children’s experiences and perceptions towards their being in conflict with the
law in repetitive manner will also be explored. This study is important in that it
will reveal various implications of social work, policy making and research by
understanding the major factors for recidivism and the ways to minimize the

problem with the collaboration of the concerned bodies.
Background

Crime is considered as one of the most devastating offences that are rife all
over the world. It can penetrate any life-style irrespective of age, race, or
socioeconomic status. It is also evidenced that crime is fueled and aggravated
by social and economic problems like unemployment, poverty, family
breakdown and other problems (Barnes, n.d.). As criminal activities increase,
the total harm to society also rises. Children involvement in crime is also the
most challenging problem across the nations. Children is conflict with the law
are children or adolescents apprehended by authorities and accused or
suspected of committing illegal acts which are listed in the legal codes of
countries or states (keith, 2002). Criminal behavior that is taken to be in
conflict with the law in the youth community is usually considered as a
criminal act if it would have been committed by adults also. Children can
become in conflict with the law for the first time or may become recurrently in
conflict with the law (recidivism) (ACPF, 2007). Recidivism is widely used to
refer to re-offending after release from a correctional facility, in other words, a
relapse or return to criminal activity by children who were in conflict with the

law before (Mbuba and Grenier, 2008).
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According to the definitions of the Riyadh Guidelines, a juvenile (child) is any
person under the age of 18 (the Riyadh Guideline, 1990). Besides, article 1 of
the convention on the right of the child (CRC), which Ethiopia has ratified, and
enacted as a law of the land through proclamation No. 10/1992, defines the
‘child’ as every human being below the age of 18 years [CRC, 1992). Article 198
of the Ethiopia Civil code defines the child as a minor who is a person of either
sex who has not attained the full age of 18 years (civil code of Ethiopia, 1960).
The penal code of Ethiopia in the other hand classifies children under 18 years
of age into these categories: infants, young persons and offenders over 15 years
of age. Infants refer to children aged less than 9 years who are not responsible
for their deeds, while young person are those aged 9 to 15, who are to some
extent responsible for their deeds, but not like adults. This group shall not be
kept in custody with adult offenders and measures would be taken only if the
young person who is in conflict with the law is convicted. In the penal code of
Ethiopia (1957) child offenders who are over 15 and under 18 years are tried
under the ordinary provisions of the penal code like adult criminals with the
exception of not facing capital punishment and having the right to be in a

separate prison.

According to (UNICEF, 2005), the age of criminal responsibility which
starts from the age nine years in Ethiopia is among the lowest age in the world.
In Africa a recent legislative reform has indicated a trend towards rising the age
of criminal capacity. For instance, in Uganda the minimum age of criminal
capacity was seven years. But in the 1996, Uganda children’s status raised the
minimum age to be 12 years old, whereas in Ghana the minimum age is 14
years old (Beukman, 2005). Despite the different international minimum legal
standards are standards, which Ethiopia is a signatory, the minimum age of
criminal responsibility stated in 1957 penal code has been maintained in the
criminal code of 2005. International minimum legal standards that are set by

international organizations or by states on how to handle specific cases, and no

107



Children in conflict with the law

one can go below the minimum standard but it is possible to entertain the case

in a better way than the minimum standard that means no maximum limit.

The problem of children becoming in conflict with the law was not
recognized in Ethiopia before Italian occupation. As a result of the Italian
occupation, many children lost their parents because of war and became in
small offences like shoplifting in market places, buses and so forth
(Andargachew, 2004). In response to the emerging problems, the Addis Ababa
boys training and remand home for detention and education of Juvenile

offender was established in 1943 (UNICEF, 2005).

The major offences committed by children can be classified as economic
crimes like robbery and attempt of robbery, burglary, theft, breach of t rust and
crime against the state and municipal regulation like black market, and violent
crimes like international homicide and assault and battery as well as sexual
offences (Andargachew, 2004). The Addis Ababa Bureau of Social and Labor
Affairs reported in 2002 that children in conflict with the law in Addis Ababa
are increasing at a rate of more than 5% per year (Azeb, 2004). In addition to
the above report, data compiled in 2003 by Addis Ababa police commission and
forum for street children Ethiopia (FSCE) shows that there were a total of
13,588 offences from the year 1998/99 to 2000/01 committed by child
offenders. Among these offences 85.5% of the children were from age 15 to 18,
whereas 13.8% were committed by children of age 9-14. Those below 9 years
old committed 0.5% of the total offence during the three years. However, data
regarding age is not reliable due to the absence of compulsory vital registration
system. Most of the children in conflict with the law were male (98.8%) (Azeb,
2004). The proportion of children in conflict with the law aged 9 to 18 to the
total adult criminals in the year 1992/93 was 17.3% of the crime reported to
the police (andaragachew, 2004).
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Statement of the problem

Since children involvement in crime lays the foundation for adult crime, a
considerable emphasis must be given to the problem (Beukman, 2005). The
recidivism of children in conflict with the law presents even a more disturbing
problem, considering the consensus in general literature that adult criminals
begin their criminal tendencies in their adolescent years, suggesting that to
deal with adult criminality; we must begin by working on children in conflict

with the law (Mbuba, 2004).

The problem of recidivism on top of the problem of children in conflict with
the law is one of the biggest challenges that exist in the juvenile system of
Ethiopia also. A considerable number of children are incarcerated in the
remand home for a repeated number of times. According to the survey
conducted for the purpose of institutional capacity need assessment of the
Addis Ababa Remand Home (Azeb, 2004), among the number of arrests at the
time of the survey, 08.2% were arrested by the police only once, 15.5% arrested
twice, 3.6% arrested three times and the rest 7.3% were not arrested by police
(Azebe, 2004).

Scholars in various disciplines have examined risk factors of children to be
in conflict with the law for decades. The major risk factors that lead children to
be in conflict with the law and lead them to recidivism are concerned with some
of the following areas: individual characteristics, offense history, academic
failure or disengagement, peer relations, substance abuse, psychological
factors, community or neighborhood characteristics, parenting patterns, and
family circumstances like family breakdown or broken homes which refers to
family structure that has been disrupted by separation, divorce or death of
parents (Mbuba, 2004; Beukman, 2005). Loose family control and supervision,
poor disciplinary measures, lack of parental love and rejection have also been

found by different researchers to be the cause of children’s involvement in
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criminal activity in repeated manner (Stoddard, 2001, Mbuba, 2004; keith,
2002).

A great deal of literature has also linked peer influence to patterned
delinquent behavior, with peer pressure being a central explanation of not only
the first involvement in delinquency, but also the repetitive pattern that typifies
recidivism (Mbuba and Grenier, 2008). In addition, Media like television and
movie have been mentioned as factors leading to delinquency by promoting
justice through physical elimination of enemies. Many researchers have
concluded that young people who watch violence tend to behave more
aggressively or violently, particularly when provoked (World Youth Report,
2003).

As there are particular risk factors that lead a child to engage in criminal
activity, there are also recognized protective factors by researchers that can
encourage pro-social behaviors. These factors are divided into external
influences and internal influences that are related to preventing and reducing
children from being in conflict with the law. The external influences include
high levels of love and support within the family, positive family
communication, caring neighborhood, caring school climate which provides a
caring, safe, encouraging environment, adult role models who have positive and
responsible behavior, and positive peer influence are some of them. The
internal influences include achievement motivation, school engagement,
integrity and honesty, responsibility, resistance skills which a youth can use to
resist negative peer pressure and dangerous situations, peaceful conflict
resolution skills, self-esteem, positive view of personal future and interpersonal

competence are some of them (Stoddard, 2001).

Other researches concerning recidivism were conducted on the difference
between institutionalized and community based treatment on reducing

recidivism (Sari, Rollim, Stephens and Wolfson, 1996).
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These researches revealed that there is no difference between recidivism in
the two types of treatments. According to Sarri etal, the only difference
discovered was that the community based programs was more cost effective
than the institutionalized one. Nevertheless, although the practice in Ethiopia
is not extensive, the reality shows that the program of community based
treatment has a significant role in reducing re-offending, since the program
addresses the major factors of the problem that the children are facing (Save
the Children Sweden, 2005). Moreover, the program prevents the criminalized
child from getting criminal records and being labeled as criminal as some
researchers agree on how labeling can predispose juveniles to the possibility of

repeated offending.

The researches concerning children in conflict with the law repeatedly
(recidivism) in developed countries are done in their own social, cultural,
economic and other contexts. As I have tried to review studies concerning
children in conflict with the law and recidivism in Ethiopia, which were
accessible and available, done by different stakeholders who are working on
children in conflict with the law, namely African Child Policy Forum (ACPF),
Forum for Street Children Ethiopia (FSCE) and government organizations like
Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs (MOLSA), in addition to some studies done
by scholars, nothing particular was researched on the factors leading children
to be in conflict with the law and recidivism. Most of the above documents are
focused on the general situation of children in conflict with the law.
Accordingly, the current research focuses on exploring the factors to juvenile’s

recidivism through their experience and perception.
Significance and objective of the study

This study is important in that understanding juvenile crimes involvement
in repeated manner have some implications for future youth development
programs as well as for the well being of the society at large. Besides, since very

few studies have been done in Ethiopia concerning children in conflict with the
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law and in particular very little are mentioned about recidivism, this study will
contribute on the existing knowledge in Ethiopia regarding children in conflict

with the law and recidivism.

Moreover, understanding the factors associated with children involvement
in crime and recidivism is crucial for the development of effective policy
responses to the problem. Especially, understanding why children recidivate
after released from remand home is important to design the appropriate
treatment and prevention approaches. This study is not only useful to policy
makers, but also to practitioners like therapists, caseworkers, and also

program manager.

Therefore, the main objective of this research is to explore the factors that
contribute for children’s recidivism from the experience and perceptions of the
children themselves. This will be done by critically analyzing some cases of
children who repeatedly become in conflict with the law and are in Addis Ababa

Remand Home.
Research questions
The research will attempt to respond to the following three research questions.

1. Why do children become repeatedly in conflict with the law after they are
released from the remand home?

2. How do children in conflict with the law repeatedly perceive themselves
as recidivists?

3. What are the experiences and challenges of the children recidivists in

time of their incarceration after they get released from remand home?
Research methods

According to Krueger and Neuman (2006, P.12),” the purpose of social
research can be to explore things, describe a social phenomenon, or explain

why something occurs”. This study will explore the factors that contribute for
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children’s repeated conflict with the law. The research will also explore the
perception and experience they have about their being in conflict with the law

repeatedly.

A qualitative research design will be employed to carry out the study.
Qualitative research will be appropriate for this study because assessing the
factors contributing to children’s repetitive conflict with the law needs
understanding of the perceptions and view points of the respondents in a
natural context (Yin, 2003). Qualitative research also provides a comprehensive
or holistic understanding of the social setting in which research is conducted
and helps to understand social problems by focusing on few people affected by
a problem (Royse, 1999). Similarly, this study will be conducted to understand
a social problem, that is, children’s conflict with the law in repeated manner.
Using qualitative research can help to explore the factors from the children’s
themselves who have passed through such situation and were affected by the
problem. Their personal perception about their experience cannot be
understood other than in qualitative research method. Therefore, qualitative
method is found to be the most appropriate approach to collect the data in this

particular study.

As Yin (2003) clearly stated, case studies are more preferable when ‘why’
question is being posed. Since this study is to explore why children become
repeatedly in conflict with the law, case study is appropriate, case studies help
to understand complex social phenomenon and allow the researcher to retain
holistic and meaningful characteristics of real life. The data are usually
detailed, varied and extensive. In this study, a single case study will be
employed to answer the research questions. The single case in this sense is the
Addis Ababa Remand Home where children in conflict with the law are
incarcerated. Single case study is preferred in this study since it is the only

institution in the country where this kind of service is given.
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Study Site

The study will be conducted in the Addis Ababa Remand Home. The
institution is chosen for the study because it is the only rehabilitation
institution for children in conflict with the law in the entire country and there

is no other alternative site to conduct the study.

Study participants

The Remand Home accommodates 80 to 150 juveniles at a time. The
number of children in the institution fluctuates depending on the amount of
entry and exit, participants to the current study will be selected from those
children who have been in the institution more than once. Therefore, the units
of analysis for this study are individual children who have been in the
institution twice or more. In this study, selected children of this type will
participate. In addition, three key informant interviews with staff members will

also be conducted.
Criteria of selection

“In qualitative study, cases are selected based on their relevance to the
topic rather than their representativeness which determines the way in which
the people to be studied are selected” (Kreuger and Neuman, 2006, P.209).

Individual participants will be chosen based on the following criteria.

1. They should be in the center more than once.

2. They should be from different family structure such as from double
parents, single parents, full orphan, those living in the street and those
who live with guardians.

3. The participants should be from both genders.

4. Different places of origin like from rural and urban.
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5. Key informants will be selected because they have better experience of

working with the children in the center.
Techniques to select participants

Purposive (judgmental) sampling technique will be employed to choose the
participants. Purposive sampling, which is one of the methods in non-
probability sampling, allows the researcher to identify particular kind of
participants for in-depth investigation (kreuger and Neuman, 2006). In this
research, cases will be selected carefully and purposively to demonstrate the
issue of recidivism in different contexts. Purposive sampling technique is also
suitable to select respondents who are able to analyze their own situation

thoroughly and who are more articulate and expressive.
Data collection techniques

In this study the principal means of data gathering will be in-depth
interview and key informant interviews. Since the purpose of this study is to
learn why recidivism occurs in children who were in conflict with the law based
on the experiences and viewpoints of those who recidivate, in - depth
interviews are found to be helpful to obtain detailed information about the
experiences and perspectives of the respondents towards the issue. Thus,
interview will offer an insight into respondents. Memories and explanations of
and why things have come to be what they are. It will also help to motivate
respondents to give more accurate and complete information and provide a
valuable means to understand the perception of participants (Monettee,
Sullivan, and Dejorg, 1998).

In this study, from different types of interview structures, open ended
interviews questions will be used. Open ended interviews are the best way to
gain an understanding of respondents’ perception and help to obtain an in-
depth description of the respondent’s world (Tutty, Rothery and Grinnell,
1996). Pilot test of the interview guide will be conducted with one child who is
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in a similar setting to the study participants. The major objective of the pilot is
to verify that the interview guide supplies the type of data needed for the study
from the respondents (Royse, 1999). Pilot testing will be helpful to make the
necessary adjustments to terminologies, words, concepts and ideas that fit the

purpose of the study.

Given that the purpose of the study is to explore the factors contributing to
children’s recidivism, it is found important to interview key informants like
experts or those who witness the issue in the institution (Tutty, Rothery and
Grinnel, 1996). The interviews will be in the form of discussion with the
purpose of learning about their views on the issue of children’s recidivism and
understanding their perceptions and experiences (kikwawila study Group,
1994). Moreover, interviewing both the principal respondents (the children) and
the key informants will help to cross check for inconsistency and will add to

the data trust worthiness and credibility to the data (Royse, 1999).
Procedures of data collection

The first step that the researcher will pass through in the data collection
period will be to identify the children who are in the center more than once
with the help of the counselors who have their records. The next step will be
contacting in person each identified child and asking them if they are willing to
participate in the study. After the researcher makes sure that the children are
willing to participate in the study, contacting the children’s parents will be the
next step so that they will sign the consent form, since the children to be
interviewed are less than the age of 18. For those children who are from the
streets, the institution itself will sign the consent. Then the interview will be
conducted in an unoccupied office that may be found in the centre. After
finishing each in-depth interview, the researcher will arrange a short
counseling session so that the child will not be left with disturbed emotions.

After the researcher will be done with the interviews with the participant
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children, the next step will be to interview the three key informants after they

assign the consent form to participate in the study.

During the in-depth interviews, tape recording will be employed to capture
the actual words and essences of all the interviews and all the participants
consent for the same will be sought for. Tape recording is helpful to focus on
the eye contact and body languages of the interviewees rather than writing
notes to get all the details (Tutty, Rothery and Grinnell, 1996). In addition,
notes will also be taken especially on the non-verbal expression. Secondary
sources such as books, journals, policy records and reports from the

institution will also be used to substantiate the information.
Ethical considerations

Throughout the research process, a great emphasis will be given to the
ethical considerations regarding research. Since the research will involve
children from 9 to 15 years, there will be a lot of ethical considerations to think
carefully. In doing so, the researcher will try to ensure the rights, privacy and
welfare of the persons who will participate in the study by making them aware
about the research objectives as well as by providing them with an informed
consent form to be signed that participants will be willing to involve in the
research. Since the research is on children aged between 9 and 15, the parents
or legal guardians will be responsible for signing the informed consent on
behalf of the children. Moreover, the children, who will be the participants of
the study, sign assent forms, which show their willingness to their

participation in the interviews.
Data analysis

Qualitative data is seeking to make sense out of the raw data gathered from the
interviews. The initial step in analysis in this research will be transcribing the
interview recorded in time of the data collection. Then, the interviews will be

translated into English for the analysis. In the process of transcription, the
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researcher will try to make sure that the non verbal expressions like sighs, long
silence, laughter, crying and other important emotional remarks will be
properly transcribed by using field notes taken while the interviews is being
conducted as a reference (Padgett, 2008). After transcription, the next process
will be to categorize the data by using coding. Coding involved labeling or
tagging data with labels (Morse and Richards, 2002). From the different types
of coding, topic coding will be used in research. Topic coding involves “Creating
a category and recognizing one from earlier, reflecting on where it belongs
among the growing ideas, and reflecting on the data you are referring to and on
how they fit with the other data coded there” (Morse and Richards, 2002,
p-117).

Since the research is exploratory in its nature using case study design, and
it will look for the factors contributing to recidivism of children in conflict with
the law, analytical technique called analytic comparison is found to be suitable
in this study (kreuger and Neuman, 2006). Comparative analysis refers to
systematic research for similarities and difference across cases. That means, as
coding proceeds, the researcher will develop regularities or patterns as well as
look for negative instances and irregularities or differences across cases
(Padgett, 2008). Hence, the responses of the participants of the study will be
discussed under each theme by looking for similarities and differences across
the participants’ response and by also looking for differences and similarities in
other studies and theories that will be reviewed in the literature part of this

study.
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Physical action plan

No | List of Activities Time
May | Jun | July | Aug | Sep | Oc | Dec | Jan | Feb | March

1 Preliminary assessment
of the study area

2 Proposal preparation

3 Proposal defense

4 Literature review

S Questioner development

6 Pre test and
questionnaire
adjustments

7 Training data collectors

8 Data collection

9 Data cleaning

10 | Data coding, entry &
organizing

11 | Data analysis

12 | Interpretation & draft
thesis writing

13 | Draft thesis submission

14 | Full write up

15 | Defense

16 | Comment incorporation

& final submission

122




Children in conflict with the law
Budget break down

1. Household data collection related expense

Group Daily No of Duration(days) | Total(ETB)

No allowance people

1 Investigator 150 1 30 4,500
2 Supervisor 130 1 15 1,950
3 Data collectors 100 3 15 4,500
4 Interpreter 100 1 20 2,000
S | Driver 100 1 20 2,000

Sub total 14,900

2. data collectors’ training related expense

1 training auditorium

600 ay x 2 days-----------===-mmmmm oo 1,200
2 training material ---------------——o oo 200
Sub total 1,400
3. Data handling expense
1. Layout preparation -----------=----mmmmmmmmmm 500
2. Data clerk
7 birr/ questioner x 13 questioner------------------ 91
Sub total 591

4. Stationary and other related expenses

1. Duplicating paper

80/ packet x 4 packet------------—-mmmmmmmmm 320
2. Photo copy and printing --------------==————=—cc - 2,000
3. Binding ---------—=- - 500
4. Communication (tele, internet) ----------------------—— 1,000
5. Transportation (within Addis Ababa) ------------------ 1,000
6. Contingency -------------—=——--—--—mmmmm 3,000
Sub total -- -- 7,820
Grand total 24,671
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